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A Tale of Two Presidents
One With A Misson ... One Seeking Unity
Student Government President Bramble
by Jonathan Lee

LaGuardia President Raymond Bowen
by Richard Ri Deout

;
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On September 18, 1990, Dr.
Raymond C. Bowen was inaugurated as the second president of
LaGuardia Community College/
CUNY. He has been in office since
September, 1989, and he is more
than ready to go with his
administration's theme of multicultural pluralism and academic
development.
Dr. Bowen states that, "In order
to achieve both of these goals the
entire college will have to be
involved"Jaculty, students, and
staff. We can overcome any
obstacle by having the will and
beliefs of these two factors for the
forward progress of our college,
city, and state."
In October, President Bowen
granted The Bridge his first
interview since the inauguration.
As he told his secretary to hold all
calls, he sat behind an antique,
olive-wood desk with a thick,
beveled edge glass top. The
uncluttered desk was neatly
arranged in a sparse manner. His
posture expressed an attitude of
great power held in reserve. The
tone of his voice was warm and
friendly as he said, "The challenge
of the 21st century calls for us to
adapt cultural pluralism and relate
it to the economic development of
the country for multi-national
globalization."
La Guardia is positioning itself
to foster multi-cultural pluralism,
and in order for that to occur, Dr.

Bowen said, "We have to set-up
more culture and language program s." His commitment to
plural~sm will enable students of
diverse backgrounds full participation and development in an academically topnotch community
college that can ensure their future
in a global economy.
LaGuardia College is the newest
and fastest growing community
college in the CUNY University
system. Its student body consists of
recent high school graduates,
adults, military veterans, senior
citizens, and students from foreign
lands. In the wake of the fiscal
reduction of budget cuts, LaGuardia
College is trying to avoid the
downsizing of its academic achievement programs. Dr. Bowen's
administration will have to communicate a policy that epitomizes the
philosophy of less being more.
The history of the community
colleges, according to Dr. Bowen,
began to blossom in the 1960's, and
from that time on there has always
been some kind of budget deficit.
As the four-year colleges were
getting the orchestra seat treatment,
the community colleges were trying
to fight off the cheap seats. There
was never enough money in the
system, and administrators, faculty,
and students always worked under
stressful conditions. These factors
may slow the progress, but it will
not' hamper overall plans for
continued growth.
"Whenever there are budget cuts,
it is extremely difficult, and it will

The Bridge has recently learned
that the.re has been a severe lack of
communication between the
United Student Senate members.
Many of the governors have been
misinformed of important information and many have entered their
meetings unprepared.
LaGuardia's Student Government president, Elvis Bramble
said, ''The United Student Senate
is a lobby organization for the
studc!1t!] of the CUNY system to
ensure that they get a good
education." The United Student
Senate has demonstrated this with
the takeover of some of the CUNY
colleges such as the takeover of
LaGuardia this past spring.
Lately this unification seems to
be fading. "Over the past few
meetings the United Student
Senate has been suffering from a
lack of communication between
it's members." President Bramble
continued "The behavior and
moral character as well as the
basic respect for fellow students
are not being displayed." Students
have insulted other students using
words like b---." President
Bramble could not comment on
who is using this obscene language
but he did stress that he believes
that these people should not
degrade the City University or
other people.
Jeanne Lamoure the newly
elected chairperson of the United

tudent Senate agreed
president Bramble that there was a
severe lack of communication.
Mr. Lamoure stated that " the
Senate for the past four to six years
was receiving a bad reputation in
terms of corruption, embezzlement
of student funds, etc. and in the
past, the administration of the
Senate would not inform the
delegations properly of what was to
be achieved at the meetings, and
the channel of communications
have been poor with each other."
Both Elvis Bramble and Jeanne
Lamoure agree that the City
University Senate is not as unified
as it once was during the CUNY
takeover of 1989.
Mr. Bramble said, "People are
bringing their personal problems
and that has affected the groups
status and respect among other
colleges and universities."
Mr. Lamoure stated that "They
(the governing board) do not see a
common good, and everyone has
their own interests and they are
doing their own thing. They are
losing the primary objective."
The Student Senate appears to
be somewhat fractured. President
Bramble is worried that the head of
the City University is not taking
Student Senate seriously. He said,
"The USS is so busy attacking each
other that they don't try to fight for
their rights for an education against
the administration."
Action is being taken to solve
this problem . Mr. Lamoure said,

See Bramble p4
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President Bowen: "
probably get worse before it
becomes better," Dr. Bowen said,
as he lit a cigarette. "I have no
control over budget cuts and
increased tuition. Therefore, we
cannot negotiate this matter when I
do not have any control over it."
He indicated that the issue of
academic growth at LaGuardia
College will be put to the test. Can
the delicate balance of academic
excellence be maintained while
upgrading the multi-cultural
diversity of the college? His voice
grew more animated as he added,
"This is a challenge and commitment for all of us, and the only
limitation is in our mind. It is one
of our goals to do as much as we
can for all students, including the
academically gifted student and the
disabled student."
Dr. Bowen's presidency comes
at a significant time in the history
of LaGuardia College. The change
from the quarter system to the
semester curriculum, the opening
of the new building, and
LaGuardia's 20th anniversary next
year are the major issues facing this
administration. This reporter hopes
that the force of Dr. Bowen's
personality will smooth the way for
most of these functions. He comes
to his position as president well
qualified and equipped with
administrative know-how. The
previous seven years was as
President of Shelby State Community College in Memphis, Tennessee. He is not a stranger to
LaGuardia, as he has given
meritorious service for four years
as Associate Dean of Faculty, and
later as Dean of Academic Affairs.
This unique combination of
experience and talent probably
gives him a status of the superhero. Dr. Bowen would be the first
to debunk any claim to that title. In
a society obsessed with celebrities
and disenchanted with authority
figures, the college president still

archetype for the activist college president."
has retained the allure of the role
model for many students. It is a
prestigious position, but Dr. Bowen
views it in terms of the reality of
educational development for every
student's full potential in an
environment calculated for excellence. He laughed earthly when this
reporter asked him who had been
his role models? "I was afraid you
were going to ask me that question,"
he said, as he adjusted his foulard
pattern tie. "I did not have a role
model. but I had good family
support. My parents were poor, yet
they understood the value of a good
education. They put me through
college, and I worked doing odd
jobs to help them every chance I
got"
Dr. Bowen'sjoumey from
college student to administrator to
president was an undertaking not
academically planned. A scientist
by training, Dr. Bowen has a B.S. in
Zoology, a M.S. in Biology, and a
PH.D in Parasitology and Biochemistry from the University of Connecticut. The wall in his office
displays the honors and awards he
has collected during a long academic career. "In 1952, I was a
college freshman. Those were the
days when a Black man or woman
had to fight to get into college. We
had to face segregation, humiliation,
the jeers, and the vocal abuse, but
we went on ... An education had to be
achieved."
In his pin-striped, grey suit and
buttoned-down, blue shirt. .. hewas
the epitome of the decorated general
as the reflections of his trophies
made a symmetrical design upon the
polished glass of the desk. The
pattern displayed a calculated order.
Dr. Bowen has spent his time in the
trenches fighting for civil rights. "I
was there for the riots, at the Kent
State incident, and I know protest..'!
WAS THERE," he said, as his
voice dropped. "All of these

went
mym
spring during the student protest
over budget cuts. I believe in
protest, but a certain number of
students cannot deprive or lockout a majority of students who
want to attend class. I stick by my
action of calling the police... as at
that time I felt it was the right
decision. Unless the Board of
Trustees says I cannot do everything I can to keep the college
open, it will happen again. I do
not believe twenty or thirty
students can deny access to over
nine thousand. We should be
fighting to get into college."
There may have been some
criticism of his presidency during
the student protest, but Dr.
Raymond C. Bowen's administration is moving with the masterplan

support of the faculty in these
goals. Associate Professor John
Stevenson, Chairman of the
Semester Task Force said, "He
treats faculty and staff like adults.
His role is to help us do what we
best." It is this spirit of innovation
that will move the entire student
body, and keep his vision alive.
Dr. Bowen has set forth his
vision of leadership in a decisive
manner, while stressing his conlcernl
that downsizing doesn't affect the
quality of education. His motto
could very well be ...Push for
excellence - Pull for diversity. If
his administration is going to be
successful, it is clear these two
elements will have to complement
each other. Dr. Bowen's style of
humor and confidence will help
him reach these goals. He is the
embodiment of the archetype for
the activist

LaGuardia To End Quarter System
By Richard Ri Deout
It is official. Fiorello H.
LaGuardia Community College will
change from the quarter system to
the semester curriculum at a date
not later than September 1992.
LaGuardia is the last college in the
CUNY system still operating on the
yearly quarter system. Now we
must come on-line with New York
State Department of Education
guidelines, and restructure to a
semester system.
The entire college of administrators, faculty, staff, and students will
be involved in a process of institutional renewal. Perhaps renewal is
too tame a word to describe the
operation. The task at hand is one
of dismantling, and reconstructing.
We will literally be building a new
college. This transition has been
given top priority, and it is proceeding with the efficiency of a top
military invasion.
The present quarter system at
LaGuardia will be dropped, and we

will adopt, what is known as the
Kingsborough Model, the enhanced semester system. Currently, the academic year is
divided into four quarters. Under
the enhanced semester model the
year is divided into four equal
CALENDAR periods of 12 to 13
weeks in duration. Within that
framework of the calendar year,
the ACADEMIC periods will be
in the sequence of 12 weeks, 6
weeks, 12 weeks, and 6 weeks. In
the 12 week semesters, there will
be a one week examination
and intersessions will be approximately three weeks in length.
The chairman of the Semester
Task Force, Associate Professor
John Steveson said, "One of our
main concerns is the timing of the
transition. We do not want any
interruption in the study-flow
schedule of the students. We are
implementating policy changes
the coordination of various
functional units of the college to

See Quarter p4

College: A Golden Opportunity

Staff Box
Editorial Collective: Paula Chen, Richard Ri Deout,
Jonathan Lee, Elena Pearson

By Richard Ri Deout
"Pay attention! Don't fall
alsleep. Don't get into any fights.
Don't eat off anyone's plate."
These were some of the instructions
on a list of orders you were probably given on the first day of
school. You remember them.
Every child received dozens of
forewarnings, and most of them in
the "don't" category. Much of this
well-intended advice still holds up,
even in college.
The element that is lacking is the
information about the "do's," and
the process of the joy of learning.
This should be the first step for the
child to learn about the golden
opportunity of education. Since we
are in college, I suspect that most of
us have found the road that leads to
such enlightenment On this road,
which may even be yellow brick,
are to be found obstacles and
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triumphs. WE are now approaching a curve in the road, and
the bend is an opportunity for
triumph: The realignment of the
curriculum to the semester
This is history in the making at
LaGuardia Community College.
It is one of those rarities of life.
The chance to participate in an
event that is both real and .
ing. President Raymond C.
Bowen has called upon all
students to let their voices be
heard. You are being asked to
express your opinion, give
constructive criticism, and
contribute your in-put. This is not
the time for apathy. Foreign
students are encouraged to
become involved, and experience
the freedom of democracy in
action. This is freedom in the
sense of accepting responsibility,
participating in its workings, and
revelling in the Victory . We are in
the process of making the blue-

See Golden p4
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BMCC Conference on
MalcolDl X is a Hit!
by Paula Chen

On November 1- 4 a conference on Malcolm X was held at
Borough of Manhattan Community
College. The conference was
brought together by the Cooperative Research Network in cooperation with the City University of
New York. The conference's
purpose was to clarify Malcolm
X's legacy and strengthen theory
and practice for Black Liberation.
The theme of the conference
was racial unity and equality.
Some speakers discussed their
relationship with Malcolm X.
Others related Malcolm's influence
on their life whether personally or
through his autobiography.
Some topics discussed were
Youth Culture and Rebellion,
Campus Racism and the Rebirth of
Militant Black Student Activism,
New Research on Malcolm X, and
Black Liberation and Social
Revolution:U.S.A. and World
Perspectives. Notable speakers
were feminist Bell Hooks, James
Cone Union Theological Seminary
and author of "Martin and
Malcolm: American Dream or
Nightmare?" ,Edwin Madunagu Nigeria, Abdul R.M. Babu Tanzania; Michael LaRose England, Lisa Williamson National African Student Youth
Alliance and Larry Rushing Vassar College and La Guardia
Community College.
Bell Hooks discussed the connection between feminism and Black
Liberation. She said men usually
expect women to abandon their
feminists rights and focus on Black
Liberation. Hooks also said that
men are not often as willing to join
the feminist right movement
James Cone spoke of the
comparison of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. and Malcolm X. He said
that people are often trying to
separate the two men by saying
they were for completely different
things and were against each other.
But, actually, they both wanted the
same end results - equality.
Abdul Babu spoke of his
relationship with Malcolm. He told
of Malcolm's visit to Tanzania and
experiences Malcolm encountered.
The conference closed with a
cultural celebration for Political
Liberation featuring the jazz
orchestra "We, Me and Them,"
poets including author Amiri
Baraka and an excerpt from a play
by Titus Walker entitled" A
Tribute to Malcolm X ."
The youth was well represented
at the conference. Students from
across the country attended as well
as a few LaGuardia students. Antar
Dennis, a sophomore, said he
attended the conference to learn
more about Malcolm X from
another point of view. He said " I
wanted to learn what this man was
about from people who knew him

personally." Dennis added, " I
learned a lot. Seeing that people
came from allover uniting the
African movement, made me realize
that Malcolm is allover the world."
Kerry Hayes, LaGuardia alumni
and communication skills tutor
presently at the college said, " I
attended to learn. I am always
willing to learn something new."
. He added, .. The conference made it
possible to see other people who are
just as politically conscious as I
am."
Hayes found the workshop on campus racism to be the
most interesting and relevant to him
because it was exciting to see youth
being concerned about social issues.
Hayes said, .. I learned new insight
to understand the philosophy of
Malcolm X." When asked if
LaGuardia could benefit from such
a conference, Hayes responded, "
Definitely, students here would
learn they have to be willing to
understand and learn each others
history - this is important for unity.
Also they could learn how to form
an energy agenda to be active and
involved to solve problems faced by
students of color."
He added that he was very
disappointed by the small attendance by LaGuardia students
because it was well advertised. "I
am very disappointed that only one
member from Student Government
attended. I fmd that Student
Government needs sensitivity
training as well as forming an
energy agenda and they could have
benefited from the conference, but
being as insensitive as they are they
chose not to attend," Hayes stated.
Vasilla Nurse, Student
Government's governor of academic
affairs, said, .. I thought it was very
inspiring and educational." She was
surprised but pleased with the large
youth tum-out. "The workshop on
campus racism sent an excellent
message to huge youth audience.
All the speakers were very good,"
Nurse said... Everything that was
said affected me 100% - it changed
my views somewhat"
Could such a conference benefit
LaGuardia? .. Yes! most definitely," she responded. "Most
students here don't seem to care.
The conference would help students
to fmd self-reliance and to better
understand the people around them.
It would also help Student Governmentto be better leaders - to get
involved with the student body."
Nurse also added, " La Guardia
needs change a lot. Recently there
has been racial tensions." Nurse
mentioned an incident involving
two ethnic groups. The Student
Government Association held a
meeting between the two groups to
relieve some of the tension. The
president of Student Government,
Elvis Bramble said the incident was
resolved by the meeting.
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Media Services Helping
to Make LaGuardia Work
by Paula Chen
The Media Services Department
here at LaGuardia Community
College offers a variety of services
that can benefit both students and
faculty . .
The director of Media Services
is Louise Spain. She graduated
with her B. A. from Brooklyn
College, received a Masters in
English from New York University
and a Masters in Library Science
from Columbia University. Spain
has been the director of the department since coming to LaGuardia in
1987. She is also an assistant
professor and teaches library
information classes.
Spain says the main function of
the Media Division is to assist
students in tlreir sblmes and
instructors are provided with
software to assist in the classroom.
For example, students taking a
biology course could preview a
video on cell division or the
digestive system or several other
topics. Video tapes are available on
many subjects. Instructors can

present films relevant to their
courses to students either in 16mm
film or video. Films which are
available include: "What if you
couldn't read?", "Dead Birds",
"The Gods Must Be Crazy", "A
Soldier' s Story" and many others.
Another aspect of Media
Services, according to Spain, is
the television studio or video
department But she added that
this is a developing area in Media
Services. Spain explained that in
most colleges the video department is a separate department
But Spain said,"Here at
LaGuardia we feel the studio is
connected to the library." The
studio provides the video services
which are used as teacher aids.
For example, Spain explained,
a program which benefits a great
deal from the video department is
the ESL program. Classes are
taped. Then students are able to
view their progress and get
feedback. Speech classes also use
the service to gain feedback on
their development. Instructional

See Media 10

The Video Department
by Paula Chen
LaGuardia alumni Terry Parker,
who now works as the T.V. studio
manager, provides some insight on
the television studio/video department Parker graduated from
LaGuardia in 1978 and went on to
receive his B. A. from Queens
College. While attending
LaGuardia, Parker was a participant
in the college work study program.
Through the program he got a job in
the student activities video department Parker says when he actually
started in the department it was not
fully developed and he played a part
in helping to develop the department
Parker says the video services
provided by the studio are like a
support group for other departments. Some services available are
a semi-professional studio, editing
(3/4inch and l/linch), duplication
(audio and video), and classroom
tapings. ''We provide services
normally a small school would not

provide," Parker says.
What's in store once the new
building opens? "Hopefully the
studio will move to a larger
facility," Parker answers. "We
need more space, and so I think
what is currently the music room
is projected to be the new studio
once the new building opens."
Have budget cuts hurt the
studio? "We have been told no
new equipment this year," he says.
Parker says that the studio needs
three new cameras, sound equipment and duplicating equipment
but can only buy basic supplies.
What plans would Parker like
for the studio in the future?
Parker says he would like to see
community programs. ''Programming for the community needs to
be addressed," he states. Also
more media courses would
provide internship possibilities for
the sbJdio. Students would have
the opport:umty to experience a
new field and gain training for a
future career.

181190

Bramble from pi
"Extra effort to communicate with
the Student Senate members will be
done to avoid this problem." More
frequent notices and memos will be
made available to the Student
Senate members in the CUNY
system.
Mr. Bramble would like to
create a new policy. "If a student
member is not behaving properly ,
he or she should be removed from
the Student Senate because they are
not helping the student body," he
explained.
The United Student Senate
holds meetings every month and
anyone is invited to attend to see
how the meetings are run. To find
out about the next meellng, stop by
the Student Government office in
roomMI60.

Quarter from p2
ensure a smooth operation."
One of the major assignments of
the Task Force is in designing an
official Planning Book for the
college. This document will be a
road map, and index for the
semester transition. Prof.
Steveson's Task Force will manage
the transition, and the commitment
of administrators makes it the most
important business being conducted
at the college.
"I think it is imperative that
students participate in our curriculum committee," said President
Raymond C. Bowen. "If interested
students feel things are not right,
they should let us know now as we
are reviewing the curriculum. The
students should set up a group, and
meet with the Dean of Academic
Affairs, George Hamada. He is a
scholar, and he understands the
concerns of the whole spectrum of
students. It should be done now at
the beginning of the process."
A key factor is the timing of the
transition. The monumental
operation of semester blue-printing
is being done with consideration
for student's life style and work
style. Faculty members and staff
are working on the logistics for
instructional flexibility. The data
for policy issues on courses and
internship has been researched for
their impact on graduation and
careers. It is most important that
the entire student body be informed
of the pending semester change in
order to be able to deals with
transfers to a four-year college, or
handle career goals.
The academic excellence will
not change. The area of academics
is monitoring the implementation
process with the eye on up-grade
and improvement. Full-time tuition
would be paid twice a year.
Payments in fall or spring would
entitle a student to be able to enroll
in the intensified 6 week period at
no additional charge. Each tuition
payment would be for 18 weeks of
study. Financial aid is based on 12
semester credits, and application
fIling at an early date will be one of
the on-going information items
about the change. The Cooperative
Education Internship Program
scheduling of employment weeks

during the calendar year should
balance with the academic period
for completion towards the degree.
In January 1991, we will be reaccredited by Middle State: The
team of outsiders that come and
review our internal procedures
every ten years. This would be in
keeping with New York State
Department of Education guidelines.
To achieve all of these plans will
require the teamwork and cooperation of everyone. This is the most
diligent effort undertaken by
Fiorello H. LaGuardia Community
College in the course of its history.
As keepers of the flame, we are
changing its illumination, and upgrading it for the 21st Century.

Golden from p2
print, and your energy is needed and
welcome. It is a time to explore, to
reason, to create, and to communicate your ideas.
This is the re-construction
process for putting in place the
foundation of the building of
academic excellence. We are really
fortunate that we have this opportunity as undergraduates. A phenomenon like this simply doesn't happen
to most college students. You might
call it a bonus in the 4 R's of
education.
In my opinion, the 4 R's of
education are Requirement, Reconciliation, Reinvigorate, and Reward.
Education is a demanding mistress,
and tribute must be paid. The rigors
of the requirement are all too
apparent Yet, we reconcile
ourselves to the fact of the effort we
must Qut forth. It is simQly a matter
of giving impeccable loyalty to
education to be reinvigorated by the
process. The rewards begins with
the fulfIllment of your good
intentions. It comes in the form of
your degree, and it keeps rewarding
you throughout life.
It is a realization of the concurrence of the right frame of mind,
and the right time. The beginning
requirements of education pushes
one into reconciliation with the
system at the foundation level as we
go on to reinvigorate the passion of
learning in anticipation of the
rewards. You see, the arms of
education are always open to
anyone seeking counsel.
The assumption that utilizing the
4 R's in the process of building the
semester curriculum is an accurate
one. It will bring many fringe
benefits. I suppose you have heard
the remark that you don't have
friends in college, only interests..
This is an opportunity to turn those
interests into friends. A friendship
comes out of shared experiences,
and constructed memories. Most of
the people you meet in college you
will never see again, but if you are
lucky you may make a friendship
that could last a lifetime.
It is a milestone in the life of the
undergraduate as we begin this
history-making operation. This
adds significant excitement to
undergraduate life, and it doesn't
matter at what age it comes. On the
road of education, this is a triumph
in the rights-of-passage. An
occasion for you to be part of the

legacy of LaGuardia College
A collegiate life at its best is a
transient one, but it is also a festival
of academic delights. While we are
here, we are at the banquet table,
and the wise ones will join in the
feast. It could begin with the
noticing of the aroma of a new
textbook, or the markings of an
used one. It could be getting
involved to create a Women's
Center, joining the Christian Club,
forming a basketball team, playing
a role in student activities, or any
one of the many college functions.
All students can help celebrate the
diversity of the college, and make it
part of the learning process. You
can learn a great deal from someone unlike yourself.
Join your voice with faculty and
staff in sounding the clarion call.
You must forgive me if you feel
this is turning into a sentimental
college cheer. But, why not? I feel
we should cheer.The harmony of
the spirit of life can come together

.. .in the determination for a cause,
that even the Wizard would
approve. This is a once in a
lifetime thing, and it won't come
our way again.
The journey on the road to the
golden opportunity is full of
surprises. Your in-put could be
one brick in the academic foundation of the enhanced semester
There is life at this college. It
is a place where the doors are
opened.to all interested in Dr.
Bowen's vision of multi-cultural
pluralism for the re-building of
our curriculum. You should not
miss this opportunity. This Toad
leads you beyond the land of Oz.
It gives its greatest reward in the
fact that someday you will be able
to tell your grandchildren the part
you played in the making of
greatness in academic excellence
at LaGuardia Community College,
1991.

Writing from LaGuardia's
PrOQram for the Deaf
former pre-freshman students.

Shmuel (Steven) Abramowitz
Instructor, Programs for Deaf
Adults
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Cultural and linguistic plurality
abound at LaGuardia Community
College. Among the vast diversity
are LaGuardia's Deaf students.
Traditionally, this culturally and
linguistically unique group of
students have and continue to
maintain a low profile among the
Hearing student body. It is only
after many months of discussion,
telephone calls and finalizing
arrangements that Deaf students'
written works are being featured in
this opening issue of The Bridge
placing them at equal stand together
with their Hearing peers. In order
to properly appreciate Deaf
students' writings it behooves all us
to fIrst understand what Deafness is.
Deafness refers to the inability for a
person to auditorily process sound.
Consequently, Deafness cannot be
regarded as a disability nor as a
handicap, but rather as the absence
of hearing. Furthermore, Deaf
people do not acquire spoken
English naturally, but rather acquire
their own language, American Sign
Language, naturally. It follows,
then, that Deaf people must be
regarded as different from Hearing
people and not as handicapped
people. In reading Deaf students
stories I would ask Hearing students
to be sensitive to the fact that these
students are writing in their second
language. Therefore, the English as
it appears may not be as stylistically
as rich as a Hearing person's might
be; secondly, that the English skills
presented in this issue do not
represent the intellectual functioning of Deaf students who are in
every way as intellectually capable
as their Hearing peers. It is, then,
with great pride that I am able to
present two selections taken from
the "Deaf Writer's Journal, Summer
'90" which was compiled by my

by Valerie Bardolf
My favorite pastime is that I
love to take care of children
between the ages of 0 to 6 years
old. Of all other children, I prefer
to take care of children under the
age of 6 because they are so
lovable. I want to be a teacher
because I can teach these children
sign language. Teaching is the
only job I prefer. When I was a
little girl, I always wanted to be a
teacher because I love children to
much.
I want to become a teacher
after I finish school at LaGuardia
College. I was not born deaf. I
just have a hearing loss in both of
my ears. There is no history of
deafness in my family. All of my
family has perfect hearing. I am
just hard of hearing, that's all. My
right ear is better than the left one.
I am an eighteen year old girl.
When I am around a lot of people,
it becomes very hard for me to
hear them when they are talking
because of noise around me. I can
read lips if the person is speaking
slow. I learned to lipread by
myself when I was a young girl.
While at LaGuardia College, I
want to take some courses in Sign
Language because I am not that
good with signing right now.
When I become a teacher, I will
probably write a book on "How to
care for Children", but not now
because I am a young lady who
needs to learn more about caring
for children. As a teacher, I could
also help them with problems that
they might have. I can work long
hours with these children for their
future plans. I can teach them
how to lipread, use sign language,
and how hearing aids help people
to hear better.

See Deafp14
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by Sherlene A. Marino

Recycling at Our SCn!!91

The organizer of last year's
LaGuardia Can Recycling Program,
which failed, plans to restart the
program again to help save the
environment.
Student Government's Vicepresident, Adam Mayer, tried to
organize a recycling program. Last
year, flyers were put up throughout
the school asking students to put
cans in special bins so they can be
recycled, not thrown away. The
money from this would go to
charity and it would be "helping to
save the world."
Big bins with plastic bags were
placed around the cafeteria which
would then be put out in the back of
the cafeteria where the distributors
of the beverages would pick it up.
Mr. Mayer went to each table
talking to all the students, explaining the program, the purpose and
asking them to participate. "It
actually started then", he recalls.
''The bins became packed."
The emotions and concerns from

~~STUPi~NT5

Raising the Flag at LaGuardia

By Gwendolyn Lewis
pbolo FIlkul

Ruth Marinez, a LaGuardia
Security Guard Captain, is the
person responsible for making sure
that a security offIcer is assigned to
the duty of raising and lowering the
American Flag on top of the
LaGuardia building every day.
She explained that the flag must
be raised every morning at 7 a.m.
and lowered by 6 p.m. The flag
cannot stay out overnight and it
can't be raised in bad weather
conditions.
Bruce Roberts, a native American, born and raised in Millen
Georgia is "Primarily" responsible
for physically raising and lowering
the flag. Mr. Roberts has been a
security guard at LaGuardia for 9
months. But during his short stay
he has noticed that there are many
different types of students at the
school, representing different parts
of the globe, and so he is very
proud to raise the American Flag
"at 7 a.m.", he said, "because he
ex riences an overwhelmin

CUNY in HOT Water Over
Hirin Italian-Americans
By Elena Pearson
This past summer, the Italian
American Defense and Higher
Education Fund filed a class action
suit against CUNY charging that,
despite covering Italian-Americans being under affIrmative action
in 1976, CUNY has discriminated
in the hiring and promotion of
Italian-American faculty.
Dr. Anthony P. Giangrasso, the
Chairman of Math at LaGuardia
and the president of the Fund, has
explained the discrimination in the
hiring process of Italian-Americans
by using the analogy of a "glass
door policy" existing at CUNY,
similar to the "glass ceiling"some
people face in the business world
when it comes to promotions.
According to Dr. Giangrasso,

the recently passed Earth Day
were still present. The participation was high and the aluminum
cans were not being thrown away.
Aluminum has a high value,
according to Tom Polk, Recycling
Division of the Sanitation Department Mter it's use, the cans are
sold back to the distributors who
take them in for recycling. The
cans are crushed into condensed
packages, then taken to aluminum
smelters where they are melted
down. The aluminum is then used
to make cans again or other
aluminum products.
The idea for such a program
was a part of Mr. Mayers campaign promise while running for
government. Complaints from the
students about the throwing away
of cans and the using of
styrofoam, were heard by the
government and Mr. Mayer
thought something had to be done.
"I was in favor of envirqnmental
issues and always believed in
helping," he said.

See Recycle p14
glory."
Mr. Roberts also feels that
today many Anlericans don't
realize how much patriotism and
sacrifIce is symbolized in the
American Flag. "It enabled us to
acquire equality ,and justice for all
Americans," he said.
He opposes flag burning. He
feels touched by the actions of
protesters that burn flags.
AI Longombardi, Director of
Security, also opposes flag
burning. He states that
"LaGuardia Community College
doesn't have a policy regarding
flag burning," but if an attempt to
burn the flag was made by any
student, he said, "they would
indeed be reprimanded."
Mr. Longombardi also puts
emphasis on the great care that is
taken with our flag. He mentions
that the same flag is only used
when it is in good condition, but
the instant it starts to look worn it
is immediately replaced.
Disposal of the flag is the

pbolo VIele..

Italian-Americans have been
covered under affmnative action in
the CUNY system for fourteen
years, but have yet to receive any
benefIts from it. He explained the
discrimination in terms of a pyramid
formation. With other minority
groups, the greatest number of
faculty is at the bottom of the
pyramid, meaning new hirees. The
smallest amount is at the top,
meaning the full tenured professors.
This ensures that their will be
minority professors to take the place .
of those who retire.
But, he continued, with ItalianAmericans, there are more at the
top, meaning the Italian-American
faculty present at CUNY has been
here for a while, and the least
amount is at the bottom, meaning

II

See Italian plO
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The Chinese and Japanese make
up the largest number of foreign
students at LaGuardia Community
College. This round table discussion could be called an Asian
Agenda. The panel consisted of
two Chinese students from Hong
Kong, Jason Wong, Liberal Arts,
and Jean Cben, Accounting.
Junko Abe, Liberal Arts, Hiroaki
Daba, Liberal Arts, Masayasu
lida, Liberal Arts, and Karuko
Minamoto, Business Administration, are from Japan. Ricbard Ri
Deout was the modemtor in a three
hour, free fonn dialogue. The
following excerpts are from that
meeting.
RICHARD: What was your first
impression of New York?
JEAN: The language was stmnge
at fIrst hearing, and I could not
express myself very clearly.
JUNKO: I had seen Los Angeles,
San Francisco, and Florida. But I
was surprised that New York was
so dirty.
KAFUKO: In Japan, I was selfconscious. In New York, there are
so many different types of people
that I don't worry about it or
myself.
DADA: It was the people, and the
pace of most things. At times it
seemed frantic.
MASA YASU: In Japan you only
hear one language. Here, you must
fIX your ear to adjust to other
spoken tongues.
JASON: New York is overwhelming. I wasn't prepared for it.
JUNKO: Living in New York, I
have seen many problems, such as
racial, crime, homelessness.
KAFUKO: So many different
people here, I sometimes think
they don't care about each other.
MASAYASU: Japan is a homogeneous society. One people, one
language doesn't push these
problems in your face.
JASON: There is freedom here,
and you can be yourself.
DADA: But speaking English is
the fact...You must speak English.
RICHARD: Do you think
Americans are interested in
Oriental people as a group?
JUNKO: I think so. Americans
regard Japan as dangerous.
RICHARD: Dangerous in what
way?
JUNKO: A lot of people come up
to me, and ask: me about my
country. It has to do with Japan's
economic power. We are strong
and succeeding, and this sometimes
causes difference of opinion. It
puts me in a spot of sometimes
being defensive
RICHARD: Does this cause a
problem in the way you are
perceived?
KAFUKO: Yes, it does, and it's a
lack of communication. There is a
lack of ways for understanding
between the people.
MASA Y ASU: In Japan there are
lots of rules. The most important
thing is to obey the rules.
KAFUKO: That's true. For
example, education is passive for
the student. It is a one sided
lecture. Students are not allowed to

A Roundtable Discussion
with LaGuardia's Asian
Students

Back (left to right) Masayo ~ Japan; Jean Chen, Hong Kong; Junto Abe, Japan;
Kafuko Minamoto, Japan. Kneeling left: Hlroakl Baba, Japan; Jason Wong, Hong Kong.

mise their hand in class to question
the teacher.
JUNKO: From elementary school
on, we are taught to be passive and
obedient. The teachers demand that
you be that way.
RICHARD: And at the college
level?
MASAY ASU: College is more
free, but the rules still exist.
JUNKO: Here it is a lot easier to
get into college. In Japan, college
admission is the hardest thing. We
feel education is for everyone, but
getting in is only for those who have
studied hard.
JASON: It is different in Hong
Kong. There are only two universities, and you really have to be rich
to get into them. This is one of the
reasons Chinese students leave
Hong Kong to attend college.
RICHARD: How does this college
compare to ones in your country?
MASAY ASU: It is a free fonn
system, but I have trouble with the
language in oral communications.
English is a diffIcult language.
KAFUKO: Because of the way we
were tmined as school children, we
feel hesitant to speak up or raise our
hands.
JASON: I believe it compares
favorably, but the problem is the
language. I only speak English
here. When I am home I speak
Chinese, and I realize this is slowing
the pace that I learn English.
JUNKO: The level of the material
we are studying in the class is lower
than in Japan, but it is more practical.
JEAN: The main difference is the
choice. You can pick your own
majors.
DADA: It is the culture. When
American history is talked about. I
don't have a point of reference.
RICHARD: It would probably be a
good idea to review some of the
major facts of American history to
bring yourself up to date. You
realize that history of a country
helps you to understand the people.
JASON: I agree, but every learning
aspect takes time.
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KAFUKO: For me, I lose qty
trend of thought. I do not argue
when some people want to have a
heated arguement.
RICHARD: We are not arguing
here. This is just a dialogue
amongst friends.
MASA YASU: Americans talk a
lot. Japanese people are too
concerned about what they say. I
think this is not good. We must
express our opinion, and try to
express everything ...
RICHARD: I must say I found it a
little amusing that Baba and
Masayasu did not recognize each
other as Japanese.
MASA Y ASU: But Richard, you
have been to Japan, and you know
Japanese people have individual
looks. When I first met you, I could
not tell your mcial identity, either.
DADA: I must admit I cannot tell
racial groupings.
KAFUKO: It is the eyes that
Americans look at. but the power of
the Asian community sets the
standard. The Chinese and Koreans
have communitites, but the Japanesedo not.
JUNKO: That is because they are
going to live here forever. Most of
the Japanese wiD go back to their
country.
RICHARD: Why is there such
demand amongst Asians for the
plastic surgery operation to reshape
the epicanthic fold of the eyelid?
JUNKO: Probably because the
Japanese admire the American or
western look. It is considered
beautiful.
KAFUKO: We have been affected
by advertising, and American
movies. I feel people should not
change.
DADA: Americans consider Asian
women exotic, and I think they like
mixed blood women.
MASAYASU: Japanese eyes are
stmight across, while Chinese and
Korean eyes are more slanted
upward.
JUNKO: I can tell what country
Asians come from by the way they
dress.

JASON: I can tell by the way
they walk.
RICHARD: Let me ask you
about armnged marriages. Is it
still the custom?
JEAN: This is still true in Hong
Kong, but things are changing.
JUNKO: The same for Japan, bu
now you have the option to pick
your own mate.
KAFUKO: Many Japanese
women are choosing careers
instead of marriage. There are
some opportunities opening for
women ... not as much as there is
here. The problem comes when
they out pace the man, and then
cannot marry a man in a lower
position. A good number of these
women are ending up without
husbands.
JEAN: The career is not everything. Women must balance a
home and a career. If children
come, then the woman must
consider the child first.
RICHARD: Would you marry
someone outside of your mce?
JASON: I don't believe so. I
want someone I have things in
common, and we can share simi
background experiences.
MAS A YASU: I like white
women, but I don't know if I
would marry one.
JUNKO: I wiD marry whoever I
love. I will not make any rules
beforehand
RICHARD: What is the situation
of abortion in your country?
JUNKO: It is not a problem,
mainly because there is no
religious overtones connected to

it
JEAN: Abortion is not a big
problem in Hong Kong because
teen-agers have a discipline that is
strict in school days.
DADA: Having babies by a singl
woman is taboo.
JASON: Yes, it's the same in
Hong Kong. We don't have that
kind of freedom.
RICHARD: There was a time in
America when that was true also.
KAFUKO: There are many
differences between the two
cultures. I was surprised to read
that offIcials were giving out
condoms in high school to teenagers for birth control. This
would not happen in Japan.
RICHARD: It was probably
done to slow-down the mte of
teen-age pregnancy, and help
prevent the spread of Aids.
MASA Y ASU: Japan has not had
a major problem in this area.
JUNKO: While you are in
school, it's not the time to be
having babies.
RICHARD: Japan has a new
Emperor. Will there be any
change in the political structure?
MAS A YASU: Not that I know.
The Emperor has no voice in
government dealings.
DADA: People do not any longer
consider him a god. There is an
element of society that does not
want the royal family at all.
KAFUKO: Practical matters, like
home ownership concern the
Japanese people more.

See Roundtable p14
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STUDENT FOCUS
We live in an age of information and communication. As
college students, we are concerned
with matters that personally affect
us. Weare responsing to the times.
The Bridge would like STUDENT FOCUS to be a feature
every edition. Can you get under
the skin of a situation? Can you
write about what affects the heart
of your social being?
If so, and you are interested,
then we would like to hear from
you. Please submit a double spaced
essay of not more than 350 words
no later than February 27,1991.
The students on this page were
selected because they are bright,
interesting, and had something to
say about the human condition.
Why not let us read your story.
All essays have been edited by
Richard Ri Deout.

EVELYN TROIT,Liberal Arts
Education is a never ending
experience, and for me it is opening
new horizons. At age 63, I am a
student at LaGuardia CoUege at the
same time that my daughter is
attending. I am fulfiUing a longtime desire, and my daughter,
Susan Catone, is in the flrst stage of
her per-nursing course.
It was last year when we, quite
suddenly, decided to go back to
school. We knew the time was
right. My daughter is married to a
sweU guy, and has a beautiful
seven year old daughter. She
works part-time teaching arts and
crafts at the Boys' Club in Astoria,
Queens. Her interest in nursing
began when she worked with
medical records as ward clerk, and
later as a nurse's aide. I believe,
shall we say, she had found her
calling. Since she has been at
LaGuardia, it has given me a great
deal of pride that her name appears
on the Dean's List.
My work experience has been
affiliated with hospital administrations. The thoughts of going on to

See Trott pH

"Education is a never
ending experience"
MICHAEL CHECHIK, Physical
Therapy
In Russia, the words democrary
and freedom were just that..words.
After coming to America, I have
seen these words in action . I never
knew what culture shock was.
Now I have experienced it.
As I am here less than a year,
my english doesn't permit me to
express myself properly. It is such
a new feeling to be really free. It is
like coming into a briUiant light
from a dark of pitched blackness. I
do hope American people realize
how lucky they are. I love my
country, but Russian life is very
difflcult as compared to the
American lifestyle. Sometimes it
seem!' to me like too much freedom. I don't feel I could take it for
granted.

Student Focus
"In Russia, the words democrary
and freedom ...
were just that. .. words."

The Bridge invites
all students interested
in Student Focus to
bring your story to our
office (S 154) any
Wednesday from 1 :30
to 3 pm during our
weekly staff meetings.
JOSEPH RODUGUEZ, Data
Processing

MICHAEL CHECHIK

HEATH WADE

In Brooklyn where I live,I see
many different kinds of faces;
people from numerous ethnic
backgrounds. You do not see such
deversity in Russia. Many times, it
is an adventure to go look at the
shop windows. It is hard to imagine
so many consumer goods. There is
such technical advancement, flne
quality merchandise, and tailored
clothes. It is aU such a marvel.
New York is giving me a living
lesson between capitalism and
communism. Going to college here
has given me a feeling of optimism.
In Russia, capitalism is a dirty word,

See Chechik pH

"He used to think snow
was a piece of falling sky"
CARLOS PEREZ, Physical
Therapy
My parents were caught up in the
revolution in Cuba. It was night,
and they had to pick-up, take their
children, and leave behind aU the
cherished belongings of their home.
With only the few personal items
they could carry, they escaped to
Costa Rico, and began the steps for
going to America.
Those were emotional and hard
times for my parents, but to some
extent exciting, too. The hardest
part was leaving behind so many
relatives, and a way of life that was
Cuban culture. My father came to
New York alone, eventually he
found a job, got an apartment,
obtained his green card, and after
flve years brought his family from
Costa Rico. My father had dreams.
He wanted a better
quality of life, and an education for
his children.
I was born in New York, and
grew up listening to the stories my
father would tell about Cuba and his
coming to America. It is now
twenty-five years later, and my
parents have no regrets about
escaping from communism. My
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father, a proud man, has the work
ethic, as he believes hard work
makes your dreams come true.
Like any new immigrant that comes
to America. there are common
obstacles that face all of them. The
main problem for my parents was
the language, as neither spoke
English. In a new country, and the
chaUenge of a different language
was an aching concern for my
parents in the beginning. Living in
cosmopolitan New York where
many languages are spoken proved
to be a big help. They were able to
communicate with other Spanish
people. Now my family life and
community life are bi-lingual.
As a little boy, I remember my
father telling me about the first time
he saw snow. Cuba, for an island,
has many things like New York, but
never snow. He and my mother
found it stange and incredible, and
couldn't make out what it really
was. My father would joke to me
how he used to think snow was a
piece of sky falling.
America gave my parents a new
life, and my parents are giving to
their children a love that never dies
- the love of learning. My father's
dream was for his sons to receive an
eduaction. In Cuba, he had been a

See Perez pH

"War filters out
and crystalizes"
HEATH WADE, Liberal Arts
A young, unobservant Black or
Hispanic living amidst the canyons
of New York city can endure a
lifetime without realizing they're in
a war. The se..:ds of this war are so
deep-rooted that our family of
brothers, sisters, and friends are the
casualties. War, as stupid, unnecessary and barbaric as it my seem,
serves a purpose. War fIlters out,
and crystalizes. War brings to bare

The people of Puerto Rico will
soon decide the future of the
island, and its relationship to the
United States. Right now it is a
commonwealth, and the vote of
the people will determine if it
stays the same, goes for independence, or opts for Statehood.
There is so much beauty in Puerto
Rico, and many natural resources.
The weather is always warm and
pleasing. The people are gregarious, sensitive, and very strong.
All of this makes an element for
perfect living.
My family came from a
background of a mixed culture.
My ancestors were from Spain
and the West Indies. Puerto Rico
has a two class status society, the
upper class and the lower class.
The upper class were bi-lingual
with English as the second
language, and they generally had
mo~e a~thority. The lower class
people never had much to look
forward to, but were always
willing to work hard. As a child, I
was told my family was the lower

See Rodriguez pH

"Lower dass people
never had much ... "
CHUI-FUNG WONG
LaGuardia Community College
has more Chinese students than
any other nationality. Some
students are from the main land of
China, and others are from Hong
Kong and Taiwan. They come
here for many reasons, some to
learn English, and others to escape
the political problems of China.
This college affords a convenient location for foreign students,
and the tuition fee is cheaper than
a senior college. It also has an
intership program for students to
apply what they have learned in
class. This is an important gain
for someone whose first language
is not English. The intership
program is really like a bridge into

See Wong pH

The Position of the
Chinese student at
LaGuardia is to
learn basic skills

See Wade pH
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New Art for a New Era
at LaGuardia's New Building
by Elena Pearson
When you walk by the library
in the main building, chances are
you'll be reminded of the 7 train
during rush hour when you see the
large steel SCUlpture of people
pushing and shoving each other,
their faces contorted and clawing to
break free. It's hard to see where
'One figure ends and another begins.
Walk a little further and look up in
the first floor main lounge and
you'll see an artist's wooden
rendering of potato chips, a junk
food staple, the shellac dulled by
years of dust and peeling from
exposure to the sun. How did these
pieces of "artwork" get here?
You may not be aware of it, but
artwork and sculptures displayed in
a college could be meant as
symbols 6f what a school stands
for. But do these sculptures at
LaGuardia reflect the mission of
our school? And how did these
depictions of the cruelty and the
anguish of the rat race and greasy
junk food become part of our
school? More importantly, is this
the kind of art we want to welcome
new students as we expand and
look forward to the 90's?
According to Peter Brown, a
professor of Art and Design at La
Guardia and a professional sculptor, these two sculptures were
acquired in 1973 and 1974 when
the building which was once a
factory was converted into our
school. The artists commissioned
for these pieces were chosen by the
architects who designed the
college.
"The 'subway' and 'potato chip'
sculptures were not chosen
specifically to create an artistic
statement for the college or
enhance the building structure,"
said Mr. Brown.
However, this is very different
from the process that was recently
used to acquire, as Mr. Brown
calls it, the "unique site-specific
public art" for the new expanded
main building. This artwork,
according to Mr. Brown, was
created to "reflect the values of the
college and appropriate to the
architectural design."
Apparently, in the spring of
1988, the college had $342,000 in
funds for artwork(l/2 of 1% of the
budget) from the Dormitory
Authority of the State of New
York. So the former school
President Shanker asked that a
committee be formed to select the
new artwork; and thus, the Art
Selection Committee (ASC) was
born.
According to Mr. Brown, who
is the current chairperson for the
selection process,. the committee
consists of faculty and staff from

all departments, but only two
students were originally on the
committee and both have graduated
with no other students involved.
But, he added not many showed
interest in taking part in the pait in
the lengthy selection process.
At that time, in June the ASC
met with the architects of the new
building to look over the floor plans
and select five locations for artwork.
So, that fall, the ASC set up a
National Competition to find artists,
placing ads in art publications
across the United States and Latin
America. Applications describing
the architecture of the new building
and the spirit and goals of La
Guardia were sent to the artists that
responded.
The application described the
co-op internships, unique in a
community college, the mixed
group of students we have many of
whom are first generation college
students and the idea that La
Guardia wants to encourage
"students-young or old-to
continue their education in the spirit
of lifetime learning."
According to Mr. Brown, after
viewing 419 proposals from
professional artists and viewing
4,415 slides of the artist's past
work, the ASC selected 45 semifmalists, all of whom traveled to the
campus.
For two of the sites, the atrium
lobby and the new library, Nancy
Kaufman, a NYC art consultant
with experience in public art
projects, was called in to help with
the selection. For the most important decision, the new main entrance, the ASC called in an outside
jury that consisted of Jenny Dixon,
the Director of the Lower Manhattan Cultural Council, Pedro Jujan, a
professional sculptor from NYC and
Ilene Shepard, the Curator of
Exhibition Art at the Queens
Museum.
For the first site, which is the
main entrance( a covered space
about 40ft wide , 4 stories high and
30ft in from the sidewalk) NYC
artist Loren Madsen was commissioned for $100,000 to design a
large redwood arc suspended by
aircraft cables. According to Mr.
Brown, the artist's mammoth,
soaring sculpture was inspired by
the smoke trails left by the Cape
Kennedy rocket launches.
Mr. Brown says this piece will
be " inspiring as you walk under it .
. (the sculpture) moves through the
space of the entryway in an upward
motion, suspended by gleaming
wings."
For the second site, an interior
atrium lobby (55ft X112ft and 31{2
stories high with a skylight and
three balconies) New Jersey artist
Isaac Whitkin was commissioned
for $55,000 for a 13ft bronze
sculpture entitled Hawthorne Tree
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Variation. According to Mr.
Brown, the sculpture is organic
forms growing and will mean
different things to different people.
For the third site, above the
Theater Lobby doors on the Van
Dam side of the building, Washington DC artist Martha Jackson Jarvis
was commissioned for $50,000 to
design a colorful glass and tile
abstract mosaic mural of geometric
shapes.
Mr. Brown says the mural is "
color energy...an abstract marque
that is a warm, inviting and energized statement for the community
entrance."
For the fourth site, the entrance
to the new library which will be
surrounded by wire glass panels and

next to the atrium lobby, upstate
NY artist David Wilson was
commissioned for $35,000 to
design leaded stained glass
doorways and windows.
Mr. Brown says the ASC
wanted stained glass to "add
warmth and color to the entrance
of the library, which will be the
focal point of the new campus."
The last site is an outside,
landscaped courtyard behind the
main lobby that can be seen
though windows inside the school.
For this site, the ASC will be
purchasing a 7ft steel sculpture by
the late sculptor Isamu Noguchi
entitled Figure Emerging for

See New Art plO

Should Rap Be Censored?
by Elliott Wilson
Warning: This article about
recent legislation mandating record
labeling
may contain explicit language.
Parental guidance is suggested.
Warning stickers on recorded
music have been instituted since
early march when the major labels
acceded to the demand of the
National Association of Recording
Merchandises for a Uniform
Stickering Policy.
Are warning labels on recorded
music a public service or censorship?
This debate has been going on
since 1985,when the Washington
based parents music resource center
(PMRC) criticized the record
industry for the release of records
with "explicit lyrics" on subjects
like sex, drugs, and violence. The
PMRC suggested labels place
"voluntary" warning stickers on
such releases.An agreement was
reached with the recording industry
association of America (Riaa) under
which major labels agree to do so.
Last year, however, the Pmrc
charged the agreement was being
ignored, and by earlier this year,
legislators in more than a dozen
states had proposed laws that would
require even stricter labeling.
In the wake of this, the Riaa
agree to a compromise that is in
effect a stronger promise to use
warning stickers. Few believe,

however, this will end the issue.
Law enforcement officials in
Florida and Tennessee have had a
grand jury to declare certain
records obscene, making any state
that sells them liable for prosecution.
According to a New York
Daily News poll, the public seems
to be split on the issue of warning
stickers on recorded music. When
asked whether it's ever justified to
put warning stickers on recorded
music, news readers were split
almost evenly: Two hundred and
thirty said it is, two hundred and
seventeen said it is not Some
record buyers have strong
opinions on the stickers that are
being put on records. Lisa
Figueroa. a seventeen year old
high school student, said, "It
doesn't matter if the record has an
explicit sticker on it. if I like the
artist's music, I'm buying their
record." Chris Pratt, a twenty one
year old college student, believes
in each individual's right to listen
to what he or she wants. He said,
"If you don't like the music, Don'
listen to it."
Those who oppose the warning
stickers call them a form of
censorship. Several records
chains will not sell stickered
music to fans under eighteen and
others are concerned about
carrying stickered music at all.
They fear anything with a sticker
could be "censored" by lack of
distribution.

See Rap plO
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A Russian Love Story:
Two Men and One Woman

The Secret Power of
Fu Manchu

by Elena Pearson

by Elena Pearson
The Secret Power of Fu Manchu
is playing at the Cooper Square
Theater, and it was delightful.
There's no staring into the dark
abyss of reality here; it's camp all
the way.
The Cooper Square Theater is a
homey little black room in a church
with a recessed stage and only
about fifty one seats, perfect for
this loud, lively spoof of the
Dracula legend, stereotypical
Orientals and the theme of "True
love conquers all."
Fu Manchu is excellently played
by Michael McQuary, who also cowrote the play with Sam
Novgorodoff and did the stage
design.
The 2000 year old Fu and his
two henchmen, Ling (Sam
Novgorodoff) and Lo (Jon Michael
Johnson), operate a gift shop/
restaurant (Manchu's Munchies)
where they lure unsuspecting,
young couples in order to drain
their life's essence to keep Fu alive.
Fu, Ling, and Lo catch the first
couple, Catherine (Linda lanneUa)
and Lee (Rick Farwick) with no
problem and throw them in
"Manchu's Dark, Dank, Dangerous
Dungeon", where Fu's magic
machine sucks the life out of them,
leaving them zombies.
The part I enjoyed the most was
that, since this is a musical, the
characters spontaneously burst into
song. The original music and
songs, written and composed bSam

Novgorodoff and Ed Kortis, were
bouncy, gay and most of all,
positively hysterical. Michael
McQuary performed his songs like a
cross between the old David Bowie
singing torch songs and Frankie
from The Rocky Horror Picture
Show. There was a very funny
moment, which Ms. Iannella later
told me, was unintentional: when
Catherine sits on the piano as she's
singing and knocks over the sheet
music onto the keys.
The second couple abducted,
Lilian (Lisa Ebeyer) and Cary
(William Riox), are also thrown into
the Dungeon, but their "deep
undying love" breaks the chains that
bind them and helps them escape Fu
and his evil ways by playing on his
contempt and fear of love.
I liked the broad, overdone
. stereotypes of everyone in the play,
reminiscent of a Monty Python or
Kids in the Hall skit.
According to Sam Novgorodoff,
when the play was being written,
they were aiming for juvenile
humor. The two couples are
extreme preppies right down to
Catherine's string of pearls and
Lillian's use of "It's the ultimate" to
describe everything. Fu. Ling and
Lo portray every stereotype of
Orientals from the thick glasses,
protruding teeth and the lack of the
letter L, but in a fun, good natured
way.
One of the things that stuck me
the most was the gong attendant
(Joel Von Ornsteiner) who never
utters a word, but is so beautiful that
everyone, particularly Fu, is

See PageTo

Theme and Variations, the
premiere production of the Chelsea
Stage, written by Russian author
Samuil Alyoshin and translated by
Michael Glenny, started promisingly.
Wonderfully directed by
Geoffrey Sherman, the play begins ·
with two Moscow lawyers, the
master Dimitry Nikolaevich(played
by William Wise) and his disciple
Igor Mikhailovich(Ethan Philips of
Benson) on a case in Simferopol.
While on a tour of historical sites,
they meet the beautiful young
Lyuba Sergeyevna(Kathleen
McCall), the lOur guide. Both men
are smitten with the married Lyuba
and Igor obtains her address from
the tourism bureau, though it's
Dimitry that uses it to correspond
with her once he's back in Moscow.
His first letter to her is an offer to
audition for a mm his friend is
producing, since he remembered
she mentioned she had once been an
actress. Lyuba doesn't realize this
offer is actually a lure and she
writes back to Dimitry, beginning a
year-long exchange of letters.
Their letters to each other are
. very personal, leading them to fall
in love. The twice divorced
Dimitry falls for Lyuba's youthful
innocence and seeming need for
advice and Lyuba is taken with
Dmitry's older wisdom and
supposed compassion. Lyuba
professes her love for Dimitry and
decides to take her small daughter
and leave her husband. I liked the
way this first act was set up with
both characters on the almost bare
stage, each reciting their letter as
the other reads it.
When Lyuba writes that she has
left her husband. Dimitry gets so
nervous he stops writing and asks
Igor for advice. Knowing the
situation, Igor travels to Simferopol
to see Lyuba and when she mistakes
him for Dimitry, he goes along with

it , taking advantage of her
feelings for Dimitry. They
become lovers before he returns to
Moscow, where he kids himself
into thinking he~s done nothing
wrong.
Eventually Lyuba writes 10 the
real Dimitry, asking why he hasn'
contacted her after their weekend
of passion. He has a fight with
Igor over it, refusing to talk him
anymore, yet he never tells Lyuba
of the deception.
At this point of the second act I
began enjoying the play less
because of the attitude the two
men develop toward Lyuba. Igor
blames Lyuaba for supposedly
allowing herself to be seduced by
him. In a short monologue to the
audience, Dimitry calls her" a
shameless little hussy" for
sleeping with the man she thought
was him. He admits to losing
respect for her and even disliking
her and renews his friendship with
Igor. This sickened me because if
he was really in "love" with
Lyuba for who she is and not
what she represented or could do
for his ego, he never would have
forgiven Igor for toying with her
feelings. Instead, he lowered
himself to Igor's sub-human level
and allowed himself to be sucked
in by that false theory that men ar
part of some sacred brotherhood
and have to stick together.
The two men make feeble
auempts to let Lyuba know, but
she finds out on her own when she
travels to Moscow,leading to a
wonderful confrontation between
Lyuba and Dimitry, where she
berates him for not having the
decency to tell her, snatches up
her letters and returns to
Simferopol.
The men mope around,
imitating grief, moaning about
what they've lost, but all they've
really lost is an object to them.
The continuation of their friendship after everything proves that
neither had any real feeling (or he

See Variations p12

Dear Elena... Advice Column ... lf you need help, drop The Bridge a letter...
Dear Elena,
I have met a most wonderful
man. He is smart, witty , fun to be
with, and most importantly, very
good looking. The only problem is
that he is my Professor. I know
that what I feel for him is no a
passing fancy. I am in love with
him. No one, not even him, knows
how I feel. What should I do?
Sincerely
yours,
Alone
and in love

Dear Alone and in love,
First let me start off by telling
you that I know where you're
coming from. I don't think anyone
is immune to being attracted to a
teacher, especially an attractive,
older man. A lot of women fInd
older men in positions of authority
very appealing, almost like a father
figure, which is fme.
I noticed you didn't mention if
this man is married. That is
definately not a good position to J:>e
in if he is. There is a regulation
against teachers dating students

Page 9

while they are attending La Guardia
and I would suspect it would go
double for married teachers. My
advice to you is to fmd out if this
teacher is married fIrst of all. If
he's not. wait until you graduate
from La Guardia and are no longer
a student here and look him up in
order to pursue a relationship. If
you really do love him, waiting to
try to hook up with him will be
worth the wait.
On the other hand, if he is
married, I hate to tell you this, but
you should really try to forget him.
Take it from me, dating a married
person is not a wise thing to do; it

wreaks havoc on your ego and
self-esteem. I know it will hurt at
ftrst, but you'll have to be strong
and get him out of your mind.
Good luck.
Dear Elena,
I've been dating this guy for
about a year. When I ftrst started
seeing him, his ex-girlfriend was
pregnant with his child. After
about four months, she lost the
baby, but everyone got over it and
went on with their lives. Now I
fmd out the ex-girlfriend is

See Elena p12
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Media from p3
programs are also developed on
video. One such ca')e involved the
Nursing Program where a video on
hand washing techniques was made
to teach students the proper
procedure of cleansing hands to
work in the sterile environment
required of hospitals.
When asked what the plans for
the department are when the new
building opens, Spain responded,
"There are a lot of plans. The
library will be relocated and it's
going to be beautiful." The media
lab will be expanded. There will be
40 to 42 seats available so more
students can preview materials. It
will be equipped with audio and
visual materials such as video discs
and vcrs.
Will the budget cuts affect the
plans? Spain said that as of now,
the department will not be affected
when the new building opens.
There are funds allocated for the
opening of the new building. This
will be made available for new
equipment and additional development of Media Services.
More infonnation on materials
available from the Media Services
Depariment is available in room
MB06 in catalog fonn. A few of
the catalogs are "Video 1990",
"16mm Film Collection" and a
Media Services Handbook.
Appointments must be made in
advance to review videos.

Italian from p5
the new trees. According to Dr.
Giangrasso, this means there will
be very few to take the place of
those who retire, especially
considering CUNY's retirement
incentives.
According to Dr. Giangrasso,
and CUNY's own data, the
percentage of Italian-Americans
working at CUNY is five percent.
Data collected by the John D.
Calandra Italian Institute of CUNY
shows that Italian-Americans
should make up ten to fifteen
percent of the workforce, but
records show they are being hired
at a rate of only three percent
According to Dr. Giangrasso, it
seems as though Italian-Americans
are being "squeezed out" of CUNY
considering other colleges have
higher rates of Italian-Americans
on the faculty. He explained that
Italians have a stereotypical bad
image as not being very intelligent
or intellectual. This is why it's so
important for Italian-American
students to have positive role
models.
The nonprofit fund was formed
in 1988 when the Italian-American
faculty was told that the only way
to get justice was through legal
action. One of the main purposes
of the fund is to "come to the legal
defense of Italian-Americans when
their rights and opportunities on
university campuses are denied."
The suit began with several
individual cases being brought to
the U.S. Dept. of Labor, which said
to bring all the cases under one
umbrella and fonn a class action.
The class action now consists of
twenty six cases of discrimination
by CUNY against ltalian-Ameri-

cans.
The Dept. of Labor has assigned
a task force to the case and has
infonned CUNY that it must
surrender all relevant records and
that no retaliation is to be taken
against anyone involved in the suit.

New Art from p8
$48,()()().

According to Mr. Brown, the ASC
wanted Noguchi, who died in 1988,
to be involved because he was based
here in Long Island City (where his
museum is located) and he was also
an international art figure, which fits
the theme of laGuardia's mixed
community.
Mr. Brown said Figure Emerging
and the similar, abstract Hawthorne
Tree Variation were chosen because
"laGuardia is about people emerging."
Mr. Brown explained that the
ASC selected artwork that would be
meaningful to the students, faculty
and community for many years,
pieces that would endure and would
enhance the architectural setting of
the school.
"To address the diverse student
body that we have, the sculptures
selected are not specifically political, historical or with any reference
to a specific time or place, but
symbolic and abstract to provide the
greatest range of interpretation,"
Mr. Brown said.
Since the artwork selected for the
college is so important because it
should reflect the nature and
concerns of the school, The Bridge
wants to know what you, the
students, would want as a symbol
for laGuardia in the 90's. Let us
know your opinions about what
paintings, murals or sculptures
you'd like to see on the campus.
The results will be printed in the
Winter edition of The Bridge.

Fu M~n from p9
enthralled with him.
I would definitely recommend
going to see this play. I laughed
almost the whole hour and a half at
the wacky humor and the inside
jokes that weren't too inside as to
not be understood. The wonderful,
talented actors, William Mortimer's
direction and Mike Kraus's choreography made this excellent.

Rap from p8
An artIst or artIsts who make
songs containing explicitlanguage
may also have a difficult time with
getting their music played on the
radio because of FCC regulations.
LaGuardia Community College's
radio station, WLGC, doesn't have
to follow the FCC guidelines.
Station manager, Allen Scribner,
and the members of the radio station
decide which records are played and
which are not. "We at the radio
station prefer to play records that
are not sexist, not racist, and lack
profanity," Scribner said, "We use
common sense in deciding which
songs should be played and are
careful not to offend anyone."
In the past year, the group most
criticized for their music has been
the 2 Live Crew. Their use of
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Trott from p7

~

higher education were always on
my mind. There were many
reasons why I couldn't attend
before; money, job hours, family
problems, such as a sick mother
and a sick mother-in-law. It all'
seemed so impossible for me to
enter college. Ten years ago, I
started sending away for college
brochures. I would circle the
courses that interested me, and my
dreams became more clearly
focused
This year I took the plunge, and
here I am. My employment
schedule was changed to evening
hours, and I have every other weekend free. This arrangement leaves
me free in the mornings, and fits
my classroom schedule to a "T."
At the end of the summer quarter, I
had completed the introductions to:
Philosophy, Sociology, and Art In
progress are english compostion
and oral communications.
My sights are on my degree,and
the achievements I will make in
obtaining it. I must say going to
college has made me feel more
"alive," and energetic than I've felt
in a long while. I thank my lucky
stars for a supportive husband
because none of this would have
happened without him. I'm here
because this is the place I want to
be, and I am having the time of my
life. Isn't that reason enough?

Chechik from p7
and you have a feeling of psychological
dependence. Education is free,
even at the university level. But
the system is an entrenched
bureaucracy. There are strict
examinations you must pass to be
admitted to college, including an
interview.The admission selection
is based upon test scores of the
students with preference given to
high scorers. After admission and
selection of courses, each student in
the fall of the year must go and
harvest potatoes for one month.
This mandatory act of helping the
state takes place every year while
you are in college. Mter graduation you are required to work for
the state, and they will assist you
with placement for three years.
Education does not make you a
winner.
Russian people are trying to
understand western cultural, as
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev
restructures the nation with his
Perestroika plans. This will be a
tremendous change of the economy
for most people. The Russian
family is close-knit, and all
members live together. It seems
odd to me that young, adult
Americans want to move away
from their parents. I love the
American spirit When you ask an
American how they are, even if
they are feeling bad, they will say
fme. It is not so in Russia. Ask
that question, and they will
certainly tell you how they are, and
more.
Sometime soon I will probably
lose my, how you say ... starry-eye
popping amazement. I have seen
some of the beautiful, and some of

the ugly, as I discover the contrasting sides of American lifestyles.
But what I have seen is making a
place in my heart for America.

mentally fatigued to make a
command decision. Maybe I'm
hitting kind of hard. Maybe we
think we're too young, and don't
want to think about these things
now. But the time is now. You
better wake up to the stakes. I don't
want the enemy pointing to us
saying, "They pnce had dreams, but
now they belong to me." We have
been dared to dream.
I have made it clear, so consider
this the clarion call. Sound the
alarm for self-esteem, education,
and a standard value system. Rip
this article out, and it serve as a
reminder of what needs to be done.
You step back, and put things in
perspective. Then you step forward
and "Get Busy."

Perez from p7
policeman, but was never able to
join the force here. He took a job in
a factory as a foreman, and is now
working forN.Y.U. hospital. He
was able to fund my brother's
medical education. My mother has
worked twenty years for the same
company. They are now doing the
same forme.
I know I am receiving a lesson in
love, as I have recognized the
sacrifices my parents made for my
brothers and me. It was their
encouragement and struggle that
kept us in school, and I love them
all the more. I'm proud to be a
member of this family. My oldest
brother went on to become a doctor
and I am beginning with my degree'
in Physical Therapy.

Wong from p7
the American way of life from the
aspect of working.
The Chinese students from Hong
Kong are worried about 1997 when
the colony reverts to China. This
British colony will become a
communist country, and everyone
has recognized the fears. They will
not have any freedom at that time.
There may be a "one country and
two systems" policy. In view of the
fact that the political situation is not
clear, many people will try different
ways to leave Hong Kong as soon
as possible. Students come from
China because they want to have a
better life, and freedom in the
United States. In this country,
people have a choice and opportunity to do what they want. They do
not need to respect the government
authority of China. They all want
to dream, and have a peaceful
democracy.
The position of the Chinese
student at LaGuardia is to improve
themselves, and to learn the basic
skills. There is a good basic skills
program here, and this must be
mastered before we can take any
major subjects. The English
department has a good program and
facility for foreign students to
improve their reading and writing
skills with the help of the reading
lab and writing center. The writing
center tutors and materials provide
a great help to foreign students in
improving their grammatical
mistakes. In Hong Kong, high
value is placed upon writing,and we
want to continue this position in
English.
In this college, there are so many
students from different countries.
They all have the same goal of
becoming educated people. I am
sure they know what it means to be
in America. We are the future, and
we want better lives. Therefore, I
believe, more and more foreign
students will be attending
LaGuardia to take advantage of the
good English programs for them.

Wade from p7
our purpose.
There is a war in our communities as they are being raped by drug
dealers. Our children are being shot
by stray bullets, while random
violence continues to claim its
victims. Our people have forgotten,
or are at the point where they are
afraid to dream.
The enemy is cold and ruthless.
He will look you in the eye everyday and say, "I dare you to dream. I
crush dreams, and I cripple dreamers. You go to your neighborhood
and look around! Look at the guys
on the corner. Watch the skinny girl
walking down the street. They once
had dreams, but now they belong to
me. What makes it so good is that
they don't even know who is pulling
their strings. What makes you think
you can fight me? If you leave, I
still have your brothers, sisters, and
your children." What are you
saying to yourself? Step back - you
will fully realize what is at stake.
We have been left a legacy so
brilliant that many of us have closed
our eyes for fear of going blind.
Once we can endure the glare of that
reality, then it will be made clear
why we are being tested. We will
be able to answer. How can a
people whose history defmes
greabless be reduced to the status of
slave in the 20th century?
There are only two kinds of
people in the world; the master and
the slave. A master will seldom be
poisoned by the corruptions of drugs
and deprivation, but a slave can
easily fall victim to the glitter of
feeling good disguised as a cure-all.
We have not SOULED out. - There
is still time.
Our ancestors must not have died
in vain fighting for a human dignity
that rightfully belongs to us. Let the
echos from the grave haunt you to
do the honorable thing. We must
not be defrauded out of an education, and the opportunity to be part
of the contribution to the great race
of people. The time for sanity is
NOW.
,We can't afford to wait until we
are crippled by old-age, and too

Rodriguez from p7
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class. My family still lives as lower
class Puerto Ricans. We try to tell
our relatives to come to the United
States and start out fresh. They
disagree, and never take the offer.
They want to live where they can
see green grass, the mountains, and

the sea.
The Puerto Rican's way of
living is based on Spanish
customs modified by American
influences. While I was learning
more about my family, I was
taught the Roman Catholics
customs and traditions. This is a
powerful factor in the lives of
Puerto Rican people. The custom
are strong in Puerto Rico, but not
so in the United States. My
family has this respect and
tradition in their lives to show our
respect for one another.We would
tell a family member "Bendicion."
It is a saying as a blessing to you
and a blessing to me at the same
time. This is a custom my family
has stuck with from generation to
generation.
There is now a whole new
concept in Puerto Rico. These
changes have been active for the
past several years. The cultural
life has been revitalized, and a
place of interest in education has
grown very rapidly. The value of
education has shown a dramatic
upsurge of interest to Puerto
Ricans. In my case, I never really
liked school. School for me was
not very much of an experience.
As I grew older, I real~ed I
needed learning skills, and I began
to think differently about surviving life itself.
Education is now more
important to all Puerto Ricans,
because they know it is the only
way to achieve goals. The young
people are setting their sights on
career backed up by education.
The direction is clear, and we are
striving to find our place in the
economic pie.
This matters greatly to me. I
know the struggles my family
went through, and I can understand similar situations that other
nationalities may experience. All
that counts now is being there for
your people, and knowing how to
relate that concern to other races.
We have to stay together in order
to work together. By doing this,
we not only enrich other lives, but
ours as well.

Rap from plO
explicit language has gotten their
album "As Nasty As They Wanna
Be" declared obscene by a judge
in Broward County, Florida.
When they perform their songs
from this album at a concert in
Broward County, Fl., they were
arrested for violating obscenity
laws. Recently, the 2 Live Crew
has been acquitted of these
charges. The jurors determined
that 2 Live Crew's music, despite
it's explicit language, had artistic
value.
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Variations from p9
beyond their own needs. To
Dimitry, Lyuba was an object of
youth and innocence, so by having
sex with Igor, she was no longer
"useful". She meant even less to
Igor, just a sexual outlet to be used.
The part that disturbed me the
most was the very end when Lyuba
degrades herself(an unfortunate
imitation of life) and writes to
Dimitry to apologize for being
deceived and getting angry at him,
as though all the blame lay with
her. He never even answers the
letter and in the last scene of the
play he speaks of her as a memory
that someday be forgotten. It
seems to me that Lyuba is the only
, one who lost anything in this play,
coming away with a broken
marriage, damaged self-esteem and
shattered dreams, but, hopefully a
bit wiser from the ordeal.
I was sorry that Lyuba, as the
only woman in the play, was
portrayed as weak, unsure and not
very intelligent, in fact, almost
simple-minded in her need to have
a man to validate herself. The
picture this paints of women is
awful, with Lyuba happy and
cheerful when Dimitry shows
interest in her and almost ecstatic
when she thinks she has Igor after
having sex with him, yet when
neither man wants her, she actually
falls ill and neglects her child.
How dare they insinuate that a
woman's mental health could be so
influenced by the selfish, callous
actions of men? If Lyuba's
experiences hadn't been such a
mirror of what women go through
in our world, I think I might have
enjoyed this play much more.

Iraq.

Iraq from p15

When asked about the
action(s) that other Arab countries
should take against Iraq; Prof.
Fakhari said that" Arab countries
should find a face saving solution
for Saddam Hussein" which he says
is already in progress by in respect
of the statemenfcredited to the
Saudi Arabia's minister of defense
who was quoted as saying "Iraq
could be given an access to the
Persian Gulf if Saddam Hussein
withdraws from Kuwait." He said
that it is interesting to note that the
U.S declared her decision to send
more tanks and troops to the Gulf a
day after the comment by the
Saudi's defense minister which
make other allied countries suspicious either the U.S really want
peace in the Gulf Crisis. He said
president Bush should stop building
up more forces and fmd a solution
to the territorial dispute in the world
Court. Prof. Fakhari quoted a
source from Pentagon that an
estimated 10,000 American soldiers
will die in the first week of war
against Iraq. He ten asked about the
wisdom in loosing 10,000 men and
women because of oil.

economy would be affected by the
trade restrictions with Iraq; Prof.
Faklhari said that there should be
money in terms of grant or loan to
these poor countries from Japan and
the Western countries who will
eventually enjoy the withdrawal of
Saddam Hussein from Kuwait
In his response to a question
on either Iran, who had fought eight
years of war against Iraq will be
loyal to either the United Nations or
Iraq; Prof. Fakhari said that Iran is
merely looking for her interest He
said that Iran did not like the United
States and therefore would not be
loyal to any United States led
"Action" against" Iraq who had
made peace with Iran.
When asked about' the role
that Israel should play in the Gulf
crisis; he responded by saying that
the Israeli should stay neutral and
allow war or the embargo to
weaken Iraq who had emerged as a
treat to Israel because of her
chemical weapon and large numbers of soldiers. He said that an
active role by Israel may crush the
Arabs allmnce against Iraq.
Prof. Fakhari believed that the
Organization Petroleum Exporting
Countries (O.P.E.C) should enforce
Quotas and find a moderate price
for oil. He said that O.P.E.C. should
make sure that non of her member
over produced because that was one
of accusation against Kuwait by

Prof. Fakhari stressed that if
the current hike on oil did not
dwindle, it will affect the general
public in the United States because
gasoline price will go higher than
what is expected; heating oil will be
expensive; industries that depend on
oil may be shut down or layoff
their workers due to shortage of
industrial oil which will in turn
affect the standard of living in the
United States, and may even lead to

the defeat of the incumbent president.
A sociology student from
Egypt,who attended LaGuardia
college prefers Saddam Hussein's
invasion of Kuwait to the bad
treatments of the Arabs by Israel.
Ahammed Duku said that he
supported Hussein because the
Sheik of Kuwait; Al-Sabbar AlJabber was corrupt and undemocratic ruler who govern his country
"as if he created the people there,"
or,"As if the Royal family are
specially created by God."
Duku sees Hussein as a
courageous leader who knows what
his people want. He says that
Hussein is not a United States'
puppet like Mubbarak(the president
of Egypt). He sees Hussein as the
only Arab leader that can curtail the
aggression of Israel against the
Arabs. He also thinks that if the
United States allows war to break
out, the American military forces
are going to be the causality of the
war. He says that if war breaks out
in the Gulf, the Liberals will
criticize the president which may
eventually cost him another term.
Both professor Fakhari and
Duku want a peaceful solution to
the Gulf crisis. In professor
Fakhari's opinion,"A war in the
Persian Gulf will have a disastrous
consequence. Lots of American and
Iraq lives will be unnecessarily
wasted." He feels we should move
away from the bloody war and
strive for a peaceful multilateral
U.N. sponsored solution.

Elena from p9
. -:-~-c--,-

pregnant again from my boyfriend.
He tells me it was a moment of
weakness, a mistake, and it won ' t
happen again. Should I trust him?
Signed,
Confused

Dear Confused,
NO, NO, NO!!! Definitely
don't trust this louse. It doesn't
matter how sweet he is or how
much you love him, he does not
seem to have any sense of
responsibilty or respect for women.
If he had any of these qualities, the
first situation never would have
happened,. Forget about this new
one now with the second pregnancy. Work up some anger in
your self at how he's trying to
manipulate you and his exgirlfriend. What a sleaze! Dump
him in a heartbeat and don't look
back! I wish someone would give
his ex-girlfriend that same advice.
We women have to learn that we
are not men's playthings to use
and abandon at whim, especially if
they aren't even loyal to us.
You're in college, so you obviously
want a good life for your self. Get
rid of the slime that's trying to pull
you down and hold you back.
Good luck and stay strong,

The United Nations
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A Short Story:

"A Girl's Best Friend"
by Chandra Gavin
The effect of pets on human
development has been evident since
the beginning of time. One
particular instance in which a
disabled girl is given a puppy
clearly illustrates this impact
Jessica Carmicheal is nine years
old when her bicycle collides with
a car, leaving her blind and unable
to effectively use her limbs. She is
told that with physical therapy she
will be able to walk and use her
arms again. The doctors are also
hopeful that through intensive
surgery, one day she will regain her
sight. They are hopeful, but not
optimistic. None of it will be
successful without Jessica's work
and dedication, and Jessica seems
to have given up. She is uncooperative during therapy sessions, if
she can be gotten there at all, and
she refuses to talk to her doctors.
Jessica's mother buys her a
puppy, Jake. After four months of
watching her once active-daughter
sit in bed and make no attempt to
take care of herself, Mrs.
Carmichael brings Jake into
Jessica's bedroom. Jessica sits up
feebly and looks around with
sightless eyes. "Mother," she says
softly, "don't turn on the light, it
hurts my eyes." Mrs. Carmichael
does not say a word; she walks
quietly to her daughter's lap.
Jessica sits stiff for a second as if
stunned. As realization dawns in
her eyes, she smiles. She can not
move her arms to pet the puppy·,
but he wriggles energetically across
her cover to lick her face. Hot tears
stream down her face; it is the fIrst
time she has cried since she got the
awful news at the hospital. Mrs.
Carmichael smiles through the tears
on her own cheeks. Jessica tastes
the salty tears on her tongue. She
can smell the dog's fur. He smells
as if someone has just given him a
bath. Fresh, clean and airy. His
tongue is wet and rough, like
sandpaper left to soak in water. His
fur is warm and soft, quick and
erratic. He draws in air as if he
doesn't have time for anything as
trivial as breathing. To Jake,

Cuts from 15
complaints from students who felt
they were poorly or unfairly graded
by professors.
Hayes was and is still involved
with protests the last two years, 88
and 89. "There defmitely will be a
90/91 rally." So far there was an
attempt to rally in the lobby of the
main building on October 29 which
was sponsored by the student
government. "It was a disaster, a
total flop, hundreds and hundreds
of people didn't show up." Hayes
feels there was a poor job on
communicating with people.
"Student activities and SociaV

breathing seemed an evil, necessity
only to support his abounding
energy. Mrs. Carmichael speaks.
She tells Jessica that she must learn
to care for him, if she wishes to
keep him. When Jessica protests
fretfully that she can't even take
care of herself, her mother is fIrm.
If Jessica can't learn to take care of
herself and Jake, the puppy goes.
Jessica's little fInger moves as she
asks her mother when her next
therapy session is.
Five months later, Jessica held
Jake for the frrst time. Jake jumps
in her lap, and for the frrst time, she
can curl her arms around the
squinning bundle of energy. He is
larger now and seems to have even
more energy. He has just come in
from outside. His coat is matted
with dirt and smells wet and musty,
like an old cave. She hears his
breathing, but also other things like
the sounds outside. She smiles at
the children playing, and laughs
when her neighbor from across the
street tells a funny story to her
mother out on the porch. She can
taste the hint of summer in the air
like something tangible. She tastes
apple blossoms, and sunshine, and
rain. A cool wind makes her skin
shrivel up in goose bumps. Jake
can't sit still as she wraps her arms
around his warm moving frame.
His fur is prickly where the dirt has
turned to mud and is now dry and
hard. The wooden slats of her chair
press into her legs and back uncomfortably with Jakes extra weight,
but Jessica doesn ' t mind. It is great
just to be able to feel again. Jake
looks up at her expectantly; he is
waiting for his dinner, for her to get
it
Jake changed Jessica's life
drastically for the better. His giving
her a sense of purpose, and a goal
gave her something to live, and get
better for.

Political awareness is really lousy,
the students aren't encouraged to
participate. It is a very parentalistic
attitude toward these things which
creates a very apathetic student
body. Because of this, students
aren't up to date with things going
on around them," claimed Hayes.
Hayes went on into further detail
about the effects of the budget cuts.
The cuts will effect the school more
than the increase in tuition, the
dropout rate will increase as well. "
case of rioting acts.
Hayes currently works for the
school as a tutor for students who
have difficulty reading and writing.
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By Cuba Hernandez
The Early Childhood Learning
Center Program has now opened a
new facility in the Marie LaGuardia
building in order to fulml the large
demand of child care request by the
college's student-parent population.
LaGuardia's Community
College has offered child care
services since 1979. This has
contributed to the education of
many parents who couldn't fInd the
proper care for their children so
they could get a career.
In a recent interview with the
director of this program, Ms. Renee
Butler was asked if many students
request the services of the day care
and she said, "Yes. This is one of
the main reasons we have opened a
second facility in the 'L' Building."
This new site just recently
opened in September of 1989. It
under went a long process which
took approximately five years.
Ms. Butler was the person who
proposed this. She felt that due to '
the large demand of student-parents
requesting the day care services that
the best thing to do was to open
another place in which more
children could be enrolled.
Ms. Butler met with Dr.
Cohen, the Dean of Students and
the Dean of Administration. The
faculty acknowledged the need for
another facility and designated the
space for it after the renovation was
completed.
The money for the new site
came from the day care budget
which comes from the city and state
governments.
Due to the budget crisis that is
occurring in New York City, the
CUNY colleges have been suffering a cutdown of many things. The
day care has been affected, but
because it's a student-parent
population that directly lobbies for
funds to the city and State in order
to maintain the necessary funds for
child care the cutdown hasn't been
too large.
The Early Childhood Learning
Center is a licensed facility that
falls under the <tuspices of the
Board of Health.
They determine the qualifIcations needed to be a head teacher.
group teacher, and teacher director.
The teachers for each facility
must have a N.Y. State certifIcation
which means that they must have a
Bachelors Degree and are in pursuit
of a Masters degree which they

must obtain within fIve years of
receiving there Bachelors.
The licensed capacity for
each site differs according to the
space available.
In the Main Building, the
licensed capacity is thirty children
at anyone time, and for the 'L'
building it is 20 children at any
one time.
The current total enrollment
in all programs, which include the
extended day which offer services
for older school age children, and
the Saturday program itis ninety
four.
The age range for the day
session is from 2.10 years through
six years and toilet trained. For
the extended day the age is from
three to nine years and for
Saturday is also three to nine
years.
According to Ms. Sylvia
Rayan, the teaching director at the
new building feels, "It is important for the teachers to be attentive, humorous, patient, and have
a great love for the field altogether".
She has been teaching at
LaGuardia for the past seven year
and feels it is very essential for th
students to have a facility in whic
they could leave their kids in orde
to continue their education.
She feels that having a day
care available "builds up the
parents confIdence and gives them
more time to study."
Although day care is available, some people might not think
that they can afford it. Ms. Butler
was asked how their rates are
determined and if she feels its a
reasonable price.
She said, "It's a flat fee that
is considerably less than the
market value for child care in Ne
York City".
The ECLC also offers
different ways in which students
can get economic assistance for
child care.
If eligible, the Department of
Social Service (DOSS) will
usually cover the complete cost of
Day Care.
Also if the student gives the
ECLC permission the money can
be taken from their PELL grant
All fees include breakfast, lunch,
snack, and dinner.
Having a day care facility is
very important for the future of
many student-parents.

See Childhood p1S
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Deaf from p4

they had 10 be sated OUL There
were different brands coming from
different distributors and they couLd
not be mixed.
The cans, for example, from the
Coca-Cola machine had 10 be
separated from the ones coming
from the 1-Up machines. One
dislributor could DOl accept cans
from the other. Mr. Mayer had to
go and personally sort out eacb and
every can inlO separate and appropriate bins.
Further poblems occurred when
the money from the program got
tied up with "red tape." To follow
regulalions. student government had
10 have an official vote on what to
do with the money. The minutes of
the meeting when the vote was
taken, however. was not recorded.
Since there has 10 be proof of the
vote. and technically there was
none, the money could not go
anywhere. Mr Mayer said. "lechnically. there is a fund sitting there,"
referring to whal is now called the
Student Government Can Recycling
Fund.·
The protesting of the budget cuts,
school campaigns and takeovers,
fmaLs and the fact, according 10 Mr.
Mayer, that he was the only one
doing it all, added to the failure of
the program.
The environmental problems

I want a family, but nOl yeL I
am too young to have a family right
now because I am till going to
school. I want a hearing husband
who can understand my problems
and I want to give birth to twins. I
want to raise twins because I am a
twin.

....

By Roberta Noddin
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Last year. there were two
homeless men. wbo stayed on our
comer of the block on 76th Street
and 37th Avenue. When the sun
shined from the east, they were on
the other side of the blocks 10 keep
warm, and then they went across
the lreetlO be on the warm side.
They were very dirty and had a
mellyodor. They bad blankets
and cardboard mats on the sidewalle. The homel men looked
very greasy as if they never had a
bath ~ r a long time. They looked
aboUI forty years old. One had
plenty of dust in his hair. They
had two German shepherd dogs
which looked like Rio-Tin-Tin.
Those dogs looked very starved
and needed water and dog food.
The homeless guys were concerned
over dog but not themselves.
They begged people as they waJlced
by to give something to the dogs.
Every time when I passed the
comer, other people stopped and
IOld me how disgraceful this was
and gave comments on how 10 get
rid of those homeless guys and
dog.
People don't want to look at
them. One day. I saw the neighbor
named Rose. She felt sorry for the
dogs. I noticed everyone complaining because the homeless people
stayed around and used the
bathroom at nearby restaurants and
at the library. Sometimes they bed
d9wn on the bencbes. because they
wanted a tan.
I gel annoyed and IOld my
husband Charles about them. I
mentioned Rose's doing. So
Charles went 10 see Rose. He
explained Rose not to feed their
dogs this way. They can move
away from our block. Rose
stopped and listened. Soon
afterwards the two homeless men
with their dogs disappeared.
It is funny that they disappeared,
and the people on the street walked
hurriedly by and never stopped to
talk about anything. We become
strangers instead of neighbors.
OnJ y if such bad things happened
on our street like trees falling
across the street or a large bole in
the middle of the block then we can

have~ynotgoneawayand

lheprogram won·teither. This

time, more information has to be
given out about the proper sorting of
cans and the prevention of the the
improper use of the bins.
.. Plans are 10 try to worlc the
community inlO it, getting more
involved with it. Money from the
program would perhaps go to the
. homeless shelters. drug rehab
centers.... something like that ..we·U
be putting something baclc into the
community.". says Mr. Mayer.
About whether or not the
momentum to help would have died
by DOW, Mr. Mayer says. "students
will participate. It will talco time.
but everyone will have to do it
sooner or later anyway." ·
Mr. Mayer is hoping tbal the
upcoming program' will be a bigger
and better success.

Flag from pS
responsibility of Mr. Edward Sisco.
Assistant Director of Security. The
flag is nOl thrown in the garbage. he
explained. In fact in the past the
flag was given to an American
Legion post, but presently, he
added, the flag is first folded in a
very respectable triangular foon ...
and then it is burned.

Roundtable from p6
RICHARD: Is everyone Irying to
escape from the use of the tatami?
(a tatami is a traditional straw-mat
found in most Japanese homes. and
often used for sleeping)
JUNKO: I never in my life slept 00
a wami. I always bad a wesaem
style bed.
JASON: Hong Koog is very over
aowded. but the western influence
is everywhere.... you know it is
J*l of the British Crown Wltill997.
But. we slept on railed or plalfmn
beds.

tAlk:.

Recycle from pS
Problems started to arise.
"Unforwnately, it (the program)
was going strong for only about a
month." Mr. Mayer said.
After a while, the momentum
died., people starttJd throwing
garbage and cans lhIl wen:o',
complclely emply inlD these bins.
It was alIo found, after the coUectioo wu 1DIde. tbIt in c:wdtz for tbe
dislribuWn to pick up the cans,

Pace 1..
.'

RlC,HARD: What are your
comments concerning the statement
that Asians are good tenhnicians.
but do not have good interpersonal
skiUs?
KAFUKO: We are taught to be
passive, therefore we do not jwnp
into things quickly. or want 10 stir
up the watel'S.
JASON: Thete is such a strong
cause to emphasis the steps of
education tbal personal interaction
is sometimes overlooJced.
BABA: It is also a difference of the
CullUreS. Americans want to talIc
things out, while Asians may nOl
want to exp-ess their true feelings.
JEAN: We are told 10 txiog honor
to the family by succeeding. Career
achievement is not the same as
personal accomplishments.
MASAYASU: 'Ibis. I believe. is
unfortunate. Our passive attiwde
can sometimes create grounds for
racism.
BABA: Yes. it may even be seen
by some people as weakness. This.
of course. will lead to conflicL
JUNKO: There is talIc amongst
Asians that plain hard work doesn't
always lead to success.
JASON: This is a problem for us
in America. Until we are fully
intergrated in society. we will have
this persisting opinion.
KAFUKO:lt is important that we
learn western culture. and Americans should learn Asian culture.
Then these maw:rs should DOl
come 10 the surface.
RICHARD: What do you expect
out of life?
JUNKO: Since I have been here, 1
have started to appreciate my
country more. -I wHI go 'baCk to
Japan, and help in the area of
communications between countrieS'.
KAFUKO: After I graduate. 1 will
go back to Japan. also. My major is
business administration. and I will
work in international affairs. There
is much to be done in the area of
Japanese trade with other countries.
JEAN: I will not go back to Hong
Kong because of communism and
Cbina's take-over in 1997. Most
likely I will go to Taiwan or stay in
the United States and work in
business.
MASAY ASU: After graduation, I
want to go to Hunter or Columbia.
Art is my field of endeavor.
Japanese people have a strange
sense of art. I want 10 change their
opinion, and mix the arts.
JUNKO: How about creating our
own art sense again, like we used to
have a long time ago. Don't Iry to
be Americanl
RICHARD: The western influence
in Japan is most pronounced. How
are you going 10 balance it?
MASA YASU: It will be hard. but I
feel the time is ripe for Japanese art.
JASON: The culture of a country
must be carried on by the young
people.
JUNXO: Yes, dill is wby I miss
Japanese food. I do not lite
hamburgers. It is too greasy.
JEAN: When you .:e away from
it, you always appreciIr.e your
culture mae.
BABA: I Jove Amelican food.
Tbere is such VIricty
KAFUKO: InJ.... i.bereis •

big demand for western things, bu
the high cost of land will nOl
permit most people to build brick
houses with a carporL
RICHARD: What is your
solution for bringing the races
together?
KAFUKO: It will require the
races to study the culture and
backgrounds of the people.
JEAN: This should be taught in
school. and the family should play
a part in promoting understanding.
JUNKO: We have to communicate...

RICHARD: ThaJ.'s what everyone says. It is almost a cliche.
How do we move beyond that
point?
JASON: The value ofhwnan
rights must always be Iressed.
and aU of us must consider the
feelings of each other.
BABA: We. ourselves, can take
an interest in other ethnic concern ,and learn about their
culture.
JUNKO: Japan' culture is still
strong because America did not
colonize the country afler winning
the Second World War.
KAFUKO: This i true. We
would like 10 form a Japanese club
here at the college. and aU people
are invited to join.
RICHARD: What is Japan going
10 do with its surplus wealth to
help other countries?
MASA YASU: I am not into
politics.
KAFUKO: Japan is helping third
world countries. We are assisting
with over a billion dollars in the
Middle East Crisis.
BABA: AU the different contributions that Japan has made are
not known to the general public.
RICHARD: Shall we close it out
on a happy note? Say a few worm
about humor.
JUNKO: Oh no. it is a big
difference between Japanese
humor and American.
RICHARD: How so?
JUNKO: Many things that are
suppose to be funny here. I do not
fmd amusing at all. Japanese
bumor is sort of ironic. while
American humor tends to be more
slap-stick.
KAFUKO: There is sometimes a
sad quality in Japanese humor that
westerners do not appeciate.
JASON: All good humor. I feel.
is universal. It will cut across aU
racial lines.
RICHARD: On that note of good
humor, I want 10 thank aU of you
for your time and in-put I hope
we have learned something of
value today.

HAPPY
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Based on some facts, there are
178.426 students in the City
University of New York. 103.487
are women (58%), 39.325 are black
single parents, 37.255 are Hispanic
single parents, 19.633 are married
with children, 7,244 are other
single parents, one third earn under
$8,000 per year and one half earn
under $12,000 per year.
In other words, without a day
care in which these students can
leave their children, the enrollment
of college students would drop
drastically and this would affect the
United States over all.
Ms. Butler said, "It's important that the student-parent population and the students in general
keep abreast all the issues as it
pertains to their education and this
includes student support services,
i.e. child care, because they can be
instrumental in affecting change."

By Jessica Santiago

Injuries from p16
one-hundred each, you can buy ten
great pads. However if there are
twenty players, then you can only
buy what you can afford."
Brosnan feels that a large part
of the reason for Bryant's losing
record is that there is little interest
by the school's students. Also, the
players must meet the standard
academic requirements in order to
play, which at the moment.
Brosnan says, is questionable.
BrOsnan added that, "a coach
always does his best to ensure
safety conditions. The players
should always come first and be put
out of danger."

Gym from p16
----

--

set up will be a counseling area
where people can get advice from
trained people on fitness. Saluga
says that, "there is a need to be
informed on fitness because each
person has their own goal."
However, with the pool and
expansions being made, and new
instructors and supervisors being
needed, more money is also a
problem. The budget cuts may also
have great effect on these new
programs. According to Saluga,
"its too early to anticipate the
degree of damage the budget cuts
will have."
Saluga is optimistic that the
coming seasons will be very
prosperous for the recreation
department He hopes the new
improvements will bring in more
interest and involvement from La
Guardia's students.

JOIN THE BRIDGE.
MEETINGS EVERY
WEDNESDAY S-154
AT 1:30 PM.
WE NEED:
REPORTERS
PHOTOGRAPHERS
ARTISTS
BUSINESS MGR.

Iraq vs. the United States

Budget Cuts

Childhood from p13

The former Vice President of
student government believes that
the new budget cuts at LaGuardia
Community College that began
back in September 1,1990, will
have a negative impact on the
quality of education at this school.
According to Kerry Hayes the
battle of the budget goes on. The
City University of New York
(CUNY) has been facing a harsh
reality because the city is in a 2
billion dollar deficit Mayor
Dinkins has a plan but in order for
this plan to work two things must
take place. There must be a cut in
spending and an increase in ta?c.
revenue. In fact, explained Hayes
"The Cuny budget will be cut
because of the 5.5% raise, Dinkins
has promised public school
teachers."
Also certain statistics printed by
Student Activities Department show
that Senior Colleges will have a 29
million dollar cut With this cut
Cuny wide, 810 class sections will
be closed affecting 20,000 students.
Because of this there is going to
be overcrowded classes with less
variety, elimination of 387,00
service hours in libraries, counseling, financial aid, bursar and other
areas .
" Another area that will certainly
be affected by the cuts will be night
school more than day school
students. Also professors and
teachers that teach night school
will be the first to go only because
most day time teachers and professors have tenure- permanent status
granted after a period of trial,
especially a member of faculty,"
said Hayes.
Also according to information
from the Student Activities Department the community colleges will
be facing cancellation of 1,200 class
sections affecting 30,000 students
an elimination of 93,000 service
hours and a discontinuance of 400
adjunct and 103 hourly staff
members as well. "In addition, all
colleges will experience serious
reductions in maintenance, repairs,
supplies, equipment and security,"
explained Hayes.
Kerry Hayes is a former
Liberal Arts LaGuardia graduate
who began attending college after
he enrolled and belonged to the
Army for 5 years. After the Army
he took his GED and became
interested in politics. He took a
course in the C building that was
called College Prep which was for
Military Vets. Hayes became very
involved in school affairs. He
became a member of student
government in his fIrst year at
LaGuardia when he took the role of
Vice President of student government where his primary duty was to
assume responsibility in the absence
of the President and also to inform
students of budget cuts and student
activities. His second year he was
chairperson of academic affairs in
which he took grievances and

See Cuts p13
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by Tope Amusan
A professor, who teaches
world politics and Geography at
LaGuardia college condemned
Iraq's august 2,1990 invasion of
Kuwait because it violates the
United Nation's charter which
says no country should use force
against the territorial integrity or
politiallindependenceofany
other country. But yet, the
professor added that Iraq's design
on Kuwait has been a long
standing matter which is "not
new."
Professor Abdul Fakhari
says that Iraq is merely following
the footsteps of the su~r power
countries like Britain, the United
States, and the Soviet Union in
protecting what she considered as
her property.
Prof. Fakhari said that" the
Soviet Union had invaded
Afghanistan, the British had
invaded Argentina and the United
States had invaded Libya,
Grenada and Panama."
He believed that the only
difference in the invasions is the
preparation of Iraq to annex
Kuwait unlike the British,the
Soviets and the United States who
were only interested in removing
the Heads of state of those countries
or to threaten them with permanent
removal from their offices as it
happened to Gadafi and Noeriega of
Libya and Panama respectively.
Prof. Fakhari said Kuwait
came under the British protection in
1899 and ~ained her independence
in 1961. The new country was
immediately claimed by Iraq which
argued that it belonged to the
Ottoman Empire before the British
intervention. Although, Iraq
eventually recognized Kuwait's
independence, the territorial dispute
never ended. By carving out
Kuwait, the British made Iraq a
Land Locked country without a
good access to the Persian Gulf
which mage Iraq depended countries like Turkey, Saudi Arabia and
Jordan to export her oil.
Professor Fakhari thinks one
of the major reasons for the
invasion was for Iraq to gain free
access to the "covey waters." He
says that Iraq started a bloody battle
against Iran in 1980, claiming that
she should have free control of the
Shatt-al-Arab river which demarcates Iran -Iraq border and leads to
the Gulf. The war lasted for eight
years with no success in Iraq's
claims. Now, Saddarn Hussein
attempted to gain access to the Gulf
by annexing Kuwait. Professor
Fakhari said that although, it is
important for the world community
to condemned for her act of
aggression against Kuwait, he feels
it is rather hypocritiall for the
'Bush Administration' to condemn
Iraq's invasion on the basis of
international law after his own
invasion of Panama in 1989 which
also violates the Charter of the
United Nations.
Professor Fakhari said
America is now trying to con-

demned the monster it helped
create during the Iraq-Iran war.He
said that the United States tilted
fully towards Iraq's side and
provides her with intelligence
report about the Iranian troop
movements and billions of dollars
in loans. He said further that few
days before Saddarn Hussein
invaded Kuwait, the Bush
Administration was lobbying the
congress against any imposition oj
sanctions on Iraq due to Saddarn
Hussein's bellicose against Israel
and his awful human rights
violation acts. Now, Saddarn
Hussein has suddenly become a
"Ruthless Dictator and a Hitler"
because Hussein refused to listen
to the United States Order to leave
Kuwait. Professor Fakhari asked
the Bush Administration why Iraq
was not condemned before,
despite the fact that Iraq used
poison gas against Iran during the
war between the two countries as
well as using the poison gas
against his people.
When asked to comment on
the rights and wrongs about the
military build up against Iraq by
the United States, Prof. Fakhari
said "It is right for the United
States to defend Saudi Arabia
against a possible invasion
because of the close relationship
between the two countries but he
said that the U.S. is going too far
with her military 'extravaganza'
by planning to send more than
450,000 forces to the desert in
defense of Saudi Arabia or
probably,her (U.S) interest."
When asked to comment on
the United Nations' embargo
against Iraq, and its effectiveness:
Prof. Fakhari said that he believed
the embargo can only work if all
the countries support it, and if all
the poor countries that are loosing
because of the rise in oil price can
be adequately compensated. He
also said that the embargo will
take a while to have a meaningful
effect on Iraq, and that the U.S
and other allied countries should
wait for the embargo to work. He
said that it is estimated that Iraq is
loosing $100 million daily due to
embargo and sanctions against
her. He said that in another six to
twelve months, Iraq could be
totally broke or go bankrupt.
Prof. Fakhari said that the
Japanese are not willing to send
their troops to the Gulf crisis
because of the constitutional
limitation of troops imposed on
her by the United States after the
second world war which limit the
"quota" of the military power of
the Japanese. But he said that the
Japanese should be able to help
the "Allied Forces" in cash
because Japan's economy is in
good shape, and she will gain
from the withdrawal of Iraq from
Kuwait.
When asked about the fate
of countries like Jordan, Yemen
and other poor countries whose
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Sports
Injuries

i

by Donald McDennott
With injuries being a large
problem in High School sports, the
football coach at William Cullen
Bryant High School feels that a
player's safety should be the main
concern in High School Football
today
Carl Brosnan, a graduate of
Bryant had spent some time on
both Bryant' s Varsity and Junior
Varsity teams. During that time,
Brosnan says that he suffered only
one serious injury. It had been a
nerve pull that sent a sharp pain
from his thigh to his toes. He
explained however that with some
relaxation it had gone away by
itself. After having been the line
coach from the 1982 through 1986
sea<;on, he had been moved to the
position of head coach that he still
holds today.
High School football is a
dangerous game whose injury rate
goes up each year. According to
Brosnan, most of the injuries
suffered are basic, ranging from
sprains to muscle pulls. Commenting on injuries suffered, Brosnan
said, "Football is no more dangerous than any other sport and as
long as the rules are followed there
are generally no problems."
Bryant suffered only one serious
injury during its '89 season.
During a game, a player suffered a
neck injury that left him paralyzed
for a shon time. The boy has now
fully recovered.
According to Brosnan, there are
many precautions taken to ensure a
player's safety both on and off the
field. Before being allowed to join
the team, a pennission slip must be
signed by a doctor. Then, a
rigorous five day training program
is undergone. It ranges from
running and stretching to
weightlifting. There is an eighteen
day waiting period before the first
game, whether league or practice,
can be played. On the field, there
must be a doctor present in order
for the game to be played. All
coaches are required to take safety
courses in case they are ever
needed. Brosnan says that there are
also some schools outside of
Queens that infonn the nearest
hospital of the game in case
medical attention is needed.
One of the main problems with
the school's safety conditions is
that coaches may often feel that
winning is more important than the
safety of the players.
"Even if I hate the other team,
you don't want to see anyone
getting hurt. There is no victory
worth the health of another player."
Although it may exist in some
schools, and the opportunity did
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"The New Building will
help the problem of overcrowding in the fitness area."
---------. -----~---------. ---. ----

arise once last season, Brosnan says
that he feels strongly against letting
someone play hurt, no matter how
good or valuable he may be.
Last season, Bryant won only
one of their eight games, finishing
the season with a one-six-and one
record. Over the past few years,
Bryant has yet to finish with a
winning record. A teams record
may often effect the team in making
them play harder, or simply not play
hard at all, seeing another unavoidable loss. Brosnan commented that,
"Each team is different, but I like to
think that each athlete always plays
his hardest"
. According to Brosnan, there had
been only one time during the '89
season that his team seemed to give
up during the game. It was against a
team with a much better record, and
Bryant seemed to simply give up,
fearing the worst
Although there are already quite
a few safety precautions taken to
keep High School football safe,
Brosnan feels that there can be more
done. Ice packs and better first aid
supplies should be among the
improvements. However, according
to Brosnan, the thing needed most is
money.
"You can do only so much with
what you have. If you are given
one-thousand dollars to buy pads,
and the cost for the best quality is
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LaGuardia
Sports: A
Rebirth!
by Donald McDennott
Although many students may
feel that La Guardia College has
little to offer in recreational
programs, the school's recreational
program coordinator sees a bright
future in the coming years.
Andrew Saluga, a graduate of
La Guardia and program coordinator of the recreation department
started his fifteen year career at La
Guardia in student services.
Entering the field of education in
1973, Saluga says, "I was always
interested in teaching, but never in
one particular area."
Having a Bachelors degree in
Physical Education, and a Masters
in Exercise Science, Saluga became
the Director of the Recreation
Department in 1983. Wanting to be
more involved with the actual
seuing up of the programs, Saluga
stepped down a year ago to become

program coordinator. Saluga, wh
refers to himself as a "life-long
learner," still takes courses at La
Guardia and Queens college.
Saluga feels that one of the
problems facing the recreation
department is a definite lack of
space. Overcrowding has also
. become a problem because the
. gym and fitness area are used by
Middle college High school and
the International High School as
well as La Guardia.
Currently, according to
Saluga, the recreational activities
are divided into three areas:
Workshops, which are programs
that are given only OIl certain days
at given times. These programs
include aerobics, tennis, and even
swimming. Several of the
workshop programs are given off
campus. Intramurals, which are
team oriented spons such as nag
football and 3 on 3 BasketbalL
The third type of program, and the
most popular is the open activities
such as Basketball and Handball.
These are sports in which the
students simply come in and play
for as long as they wish . The
intramurals are suffering the most.
According to Saluga,"there is a
lack of commitment towards leam
sports."
Saluga feels that students
seem to feel more comfortable
when they are not regulated to a
certain team or regulations.
According to Saluga, the
opening of the new building next
year will bring about many new
improvements for the department.
The biggest attraction for the
department will be the opening of
a new, olympic size pool. Saluga,
who himself has had lifeguard and
underwater training, hopes to be
very involved with the new
programs the pool will have.
These programs will include
general swimming, water safety,
and may even become as advanced as scuba diving. Saluga
hopes for the opening to be early
next summer. This will allow for
a day camp to be open for kids.
Also, Saluga feels that the pool
may become open to the public
during certain hours; however the
recreation department hasn't
decided whether or not that will
definite. These two programs, if
used, will bring more money into
the school to go towards the
lifeguards and instructors that the
pool will require.
Also, the new building will
help the problem of overcrowding
in the fitness area. Presently, the
fitness area is divided into two
sections, one is used as a weight
room, the other side is used for
dance and aerobics. According to
Saluga, the new building will help
to divide these two into their own
separate areas, one for aerobics
and the other for weights. The
expansion will also allow for mor
equipment, such as exercise bikes
to be brought in. Another
program Saluga would like to see
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